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UNDERAPPRECIATED, UNDERUSED 
UNDERDOGS: OUR PLAN TO 
REVITALIZE THE WWE UNDERCARD 
Those guys you see (or forget to watch) on Velocity and Heat 
every week are very talented stars just waiting for WWE to find 
the right role for them. Consider this our gift to WWE Creative: 
good ideas for the Chuck Palumbos, Shannon Moores, and 
Mark Jindraks of the world! 


EVOLVING BEYOND EVOLUTION: 
IT’S TIME FOR RANDY ORTON 
TO BE A MAN! 

He’s ready to prove he can thrive on his own 


THE RECIPE FOR MISTERIO’S 
GOOD HEALTH: FEED ON A STRICT 
CRUISERWEIGHT DIET 
We'll let him “cheat” with a heavyweight now and then 


NO KANE DO: THE MEN MORE 
LIKELY TO BE LITA’S BABY’S DADDY 
Among the suspects: a Luchador, a stooge, two TNA regulars 


NOT BEING CHAMPION IS KILLING 
“THE SUNTANNED SUPERMAN” 
Ron Killings wonders if the NWA belt will ever be his again 


THE PATH OF LA RESISTANCE: 
OFFEND, UNITE, ANNIHILATE! 
It’s a clever plan that Conway and Grenier cooked up 


MEAN EUGENE! HAS TRIPLE-H 
CREATED AN UNTAMABLE MONSTER? 
He might have done serious psychological damage to him 


TRISH’S BLIND HATRED 

FOR VICTORIA: HEY, IT’S 
NOTHING PERSONAL! 
The raven-haired beauty just got hot at the wrong time 
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your letters 





EUGENE’S GOTTA GO? 

| read Jason Langin’s “No Holds 
Barred” column and Dan Murphy's 
article regarding Eugene (“Eugene- 
ious: Nick Dinsmore’s Brilliant De- 
ception!) in the October 2004 issue. 
Both were interesting takes on the 
character. Langin was completely 
against it, while Murphy was more 
positive about the idea. I’m sort of in 
the middle. | don’t think mentally chal- 
lenged people should be exploited, 
but I’m glad | at least get a chance to 
see Nick Dinsmore in action. 

But the bottom line is this: All the 
Eugene storylines are just plain stu- 
pid. Having him involved in main 
events with Chris Benoit and Triple-H 
is ludicrous! | have no problem with a 
little comedy in wrestling. | like The 
Hurricane and Rosey. | like Charlie 
Haas and Rico. But these moments 
have their place on a wrestling card. 
The main event should be reserved 
for the top guys—always! 

Maybe | was the only one, but | 
cheered the beatdown Evolution 
handed Eugene. Unfortunately, he 





While he appreciates the in-ring skills of Nick 
Dinsmore, reader Buddy Jho has no interest in 
seeing his alter-ego, Eugene, in Raw main events. 
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showed up to ruin the 
Benoit-Helmsley “Ironman” 
match anyway. Just go 
away already! 
BUDDY JHO 
Moss Bluff, LA 


PROPS FOR 
INTERVIEWS 

| just read the “Q & A” in 
the new Inside Wres- 
tling/ The Wrestler combo 
issue (Volume 1, 2004) with Bam 
wrestling legend Ricky Ham 
Steamboat. 

Like the interview THE 
WRESTLER did with Bret Hart 
in the May 2004 issue, | 
enjoyed the one with 
Steamboat very much. 
Please keep up these 
lengthy discussions with 
legendary wrestlers. We 
fans get to hear and read 
about what really went on in 
these wrestlers’ careers and 
get a real behind-the- 
scenes view of things. 

As a suggestion, why not inter- 
view other great retired stars who 
probably have great tales to tell, 
such as Harley Race, Ted DiBi- 
ase, Tully Blanchard, and Bruno 
Sammartino? 

MICHAEL CIAMPA 
Woodhaven, NY 


DOWN ON DIVAS 

| am a female fan who loves 
wrestling. And | appreciate wom- 
en who can wrestle. Unfor- 
tunately, that is a rather short list 
in WWE. Lita, Trish Stratus, Molly 
Holly, Victoria, Nidia, Jazz, Gail 
Kim. These women have raised 
the bar for women’s wrestling, 
and | truly enjoy watching them 
compete. 

| have also always been a big 





A match between skilled women wrestlers such as 
Gail Kim and Nidia can hold the interest of reader 
Elizabeth Lee, but divas who can’t do much inside the 
ring do nothing for her. 


fan of female managers—Woman, 
Precious, Missy Hyatt, Sunny, and 
Baby Doll, to name a few. They (and 
managers in general) add an interest- 
ing element to the action that goes on 
in the ring. Unfortunately, these ladies 
all end up looking bad because of cer- 
tain other women who lower their own 
standards. 

That is why | was in full agreement 
with Kurt Angle when he fired the 
Smackdown divas after asking them, 
“What purpose do you serve?” He 
couldn't find an answer, and neither 
could |. 

Even worse is the Raw diva 
search. What is a “diva” anyway? 
These girls would be lucky if they 
could spell diva! What a waste of 
time. | hope the woman who wins 
this contest gets choke-slammed 
through a table by Kane on the night 


There were probably a number of fans 
who forgot Paul London still wrestled for 
WWE before he won the Smackdown tag 
title in July. Jeff Redd admires his perse- 
verance. 


she gets her trophy. Welcome to 
wrestling, honey! 

ELIZABETH LEE 

Chicago, IL 


WORST GIMMICK 

After watching the Triple-H-Chris 
Benoit “Ironman” match on Raw on 
July 26, a buddy of mine and | started 
talking about other types of gimmick 
matches. 

Coming up with our favorites was 
easy—what was more fun was com- 
ing up with the worst gimmick match- 
es. Our first vote went to a blindfold 
match—could there be anything 
dumber than the Rick Martel-Jake 
Roberts debacle from WrestleMania 
VII? After more careful consideration, 





however, we realized there was: the 
“Chamber Of Horrors” match from 
Halloween Havoc 1991 that pitted the 
Steiner brothers, Sting, and El Gi- 
gante against Vader, Cactus Jack, 
Abdullah the Butcher, and The Dia- 
mond Studd (Scott Hall). 

It is so bizarre that so many great 
superstars (Gigante excluded) took 
part in this match, which was so hor- 
rendous. | guess any match that ends 
up with someone being put in an elec- 
tric chair couldn’t be very good. 

GLEN GILL 
Hershey, PA 


CHEERS FOR 
LONDON 
| have to give it up for Paul London. 
What can you say about this kid other 
than he hung in there and is getting 
his reward. | have to admit, when he 
and Billy Kidman challenged the 
Dudleys for the Smackdown tag team 
championship, | didn’t give them 
much of a chance. | didn’t even know 
London was still on the roster! But he 
and Kidman shocked the world and 
I'm happy for both. 
lt makes you wonder that if Spanky 
hung around if it would have been him 
standing next to London with the gold 
instead of Kidman. Here’s to patience 
and perseverance! 
JEFF REDD 
San Antonio, TX 


FEAR THE EYE! 

In a recent issue, Jimmy Taylor 
wrote in saying that Shark Boy has 
the most intimidating mask in all of 
wrestling (“Shark Mark,” October 
2004). Not so! That title belongs to 
only one man: Ciclope! 

lf | was standing across the ring 
from him with that terrifying eye glar- 
ing at me, I’d head for the hills! Just 
another Luchador held back by the 
man! 

NICK PARKER 
Teaneck, NJ C) 


Send YOUR LETTERS to: 
Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or e-mail letters to: 
wrestlermag@yahoo.com 
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what's happening? 





ERHAPS THE BIGGEST story 
pe to come out of SummerSlam 

2004 was largely overlooked in 
the wake of Randy Orton’s stunning 
victory over Chris Benoit for the Raw 
heavyweight title (which you can read 
about on page 46). Two days after 
the 2004 Olympic opening cere- 
monies, WWE's resident Olympic 
gold medalist made a stunning return 
to pay-per-view when many analysts 
predicted his career had all but 
ended due to injuries. 

Despite a five-month layoff, after 
which he only had a few tuneup 
matches, Kurt Angle appeared to be 
in spectacular shape for his Summer- 
Slam showdown with Eddie Guer- 
rero, which he won with the anklelock. 





Kurt Angle apparently doesn’t under- 
stand the concept of'ring rust ... or 
pain. You couldn't tell from his perfor- 
mance at SummerSlam against Eddie 
Guerrero that that he had just 
returned to the ring after a five- 
month hiatus. The Smackdown 

title could be his again soon. 
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The win—much like The Under- 
taker’s win over Kane at Wrestle- 
Mania XX—served notice to the 
Smackdown roster that Angle is still a 
serious contender to the WWE title. 

“You think about the injuries Kurt 
has overcome throughout his career, 
and it’s incredible that he’s still able to 
compete at this level,” said Smack- 
down color commentator Tazz. “The 
guy had a broken neck and came 
back to win a gold medal, and came 
through a career-threatening neck in- 
jury to beat a guy like Guerrero. You 
just can’t keep the guy down.” 

Angle worked the SummerSlam 
match with some neck pain, but it 
wasn't believed to be anything too 
serious, and he still plans to wrestle 





By Dan Murph 


as much as possible. If he adheres to 
a mat-based, submission style and 
doesn’t take too many chances on 
wild bumps, Angle could regain his 
status as Smackdown’s most valu- 
able player. 

As for Raw’s most valuable player, 
that looks like it will be decided in the 
upcoming feud between former 
Evolution teammates Orton and 
Triple-H. Evolution brutally attacked 
Orton following his victory over Benoit 
on the August 16 edition of Raw. 
HHH is furious that Orton went 
through with his match against Benoit 
rather than deferring his title match to 
“The Game.” 

“Without Evolution, Orton would 
be just another snot-faced kid work- 
ing for gas money down 
in Louisville,” Triple-H 
told me. “His role was to 
be the Intercontinental 
champion—a title we 
hand-delivered to him. 
Instead, he takes ad- 
vantage of the fact that | 
wore Benoit down into a 
shell of his normal self, 
steals my title, and goes 
on an ego trip. Well, 
Randy, the ego has 
been grounded, and 
your career is going 
down next.” 

More bad news for 
Steve Austin. Accor- 
ding to an article in the 
Los Angeles Times, 
Austin and his ex-girl- 
friend Tess Broussard 
were involved in another 
ugly incident, this time at 
an area restaurant. 
Austin told the Times 
that he was planning to 
meet Broussard and 
give her a check for 
$1.5-million in exchange 


for her agreeing to stay out of his life 
and not pursue any legal action re- 
garding previous incidents between 
them. An argument reportedly en- 
sued, and, according to Austin, Brous- 
sard told him she didn’t want to break 
up with him and attempted to stab him 
with a steak knife before she was 
restrained by security. Both Austin 
and his business manager, George 
Vrabeck, ended up with minor injuries 
in the scuffle. 

In the “she said” portion of this bi- 
Zarre, disturbing, and very complicat- 
ed he said/she said case, Broussard 
asserted that Austin orchestrated and 
instigated the entire incident and that 
his business manager stabbed him- 
self in the arm as part of the plan. 
She was, however, arrested and 
charged with assault with a deadly 
weapon, a charge that carries a maxi- 
mum penalty of a $10,000 fine and 
four years in prison. She posted bail 
and has since filed a lawsuit asking 
for $10-million in damages. 

Austin currently is staying in L.A. 
with “Diamond” Dallas Page (who 
recently separated from his wife, Kim- 
berly) and will appear in the upcom- 
ing Adam Sandler movie The Long- 
est Yard. 





Steve Austin is having more trouble with 
ex-girlfriend Tess Broussard. Their latest 
run-in ended with Broussard getting ar- 
rested—and very different accounts of 
what led to that happening. 


At press time, TNA announced that 
it is dropping its weekly pay-per-view 
format to run monthly PPVs instead 
from Universal Studios in Orlando, 
Florida, and the site of its /mpact tap- 
ings. The last Nashville-based, Wed- 
nesday PPV is scheduled to be Sep- 
tember 8. /mpact will also now be 
taped on Tuesday nights which will 
allow more time for the post-produc- 
tion of the show. The first three hour 
PPV from Orlando is scheduled to be 
November 7, a Sunday night. Also, it 
appeared that the company may shift 
its base of operations from Nashville 
to Orlando. Jeff Jarrett has been lob- 
bying to keep a presence in Nashville, 
feeling that the promotion has built up 
a strong fan base and has plenty of 
opportunities for future growth. 
Rumors about TNA’s future are swirl- 
ing, and several wrestlers have ex- 


This big bloke’s 


. a FEISTY one!! / 


pressed frustration over not knowing 
exactly which direction the company is 
moving in. It's hard to argue against 
switching from weekly to monthly 
PPVs, however. TNA was losing too 
much money under the old business 
model. Now it has a chance to build to 
one big show per month, and it won't 
need to draw a huge buy rate to start 
breaking even at least. 

In a related story, Pacific Trading 
Cards, the company that owns the 
license for the official TNA trading 
cards, is shutting down operations 
and auctioning its assets. The compa- 
ny says a lack of interest in hockey 
cards is responsible for the decision, 
although | still think the decision to 
market the referee Mike Posey tem- 
porary tattoo had to have played a 
role in the company’s demise. 

(Continued on page 77) 
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Animal—made their return to WWE for a match 

against then-defending Raw tag team champions, 
Rob Van Dam and Kane. The Warriors, long considered 
by many to be the greatest tag team in the history of the 
sport, didn’t look so great that night. Hawk and Animal 
were both years past their prime, and their age was re- 
flected in their physiques. Both men were heavier than 
they had been when we had last seen 
them on a national stage, and not 
even their trademark face paint man- 
aged to hide the wrinkles starting to 
canvas their faces. 

As for their wrestling, they charged 
the ring with their famed abandon, but 
all that did was suck a lot of the wind 
out of their bodies before the match 
even began. RVD and Kane were 
faster and crisper, and it didn’t take 
long for Van Dam to ascend to the top 
rope and win the match for his team 
with a scintillating five-star frog splash. 
Total match time: 3:10. 

As the Warriors left the ring that 
evening, they received a standing ova- 
tion, but I’m not sure they heard it. They 
walked away from the ring without rec- 
ognizing the crowd and with their 
heads hung low—and they never 
appeared on WWE TV again. Five 
months later, Hawk died of congestive 
heart failure, making our last image of 
The Road Warriors one that we’d 
rather forget. 

The greatest tag team in the world 
today (and | think one of the greatest of 
all-time), The Dudley Boyz, are still in 
the prime of their careers, dominating 
Smackdown’s tag team division. Sure, 
Buh Buh Ray and D-Von aren't always 
the champions, but that doesn’t mean 
that they shouldn't be. As of press time, 
their main competition was Paul Lon- 
don and Billy Kidman—a nice tandem, 
but not one that we'll likely remember a 
year from now. The Dudleys had them 
completely outclassed during their 
feud. In fact, it was only because of the 
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With Will Welsh . 


wasting too much effort to make sure that little brother 
Spike turned to the dark side—that London and Kidman’s 
title reign lasted more than a house show or two. Had they 
really wanted to, I'm confident Buh Buh Ray and D-Von 
could have recaptured those tag team belts at any time 
and in any city they desired. 

They just had other priorities. What else do they have 
to prove? The Dudleys started out as a tag team in 


The Dudley Boyz are definitely one of the greatest teams of all-time, according to Will 
Welsh, but he’s concerned that they've stagnated in the last few years and thinks their 


Dudleys’ foolish mistakes—such as careers are in need of some sort of spark. 
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ECW, where they helped to 
define what extreme was all 
about—not by their hard- 
core wrestling style, but by 
the way they could, night in 
and night out, incite crowds 
to near-riot levels. 

Believe me, when the 
Dudleys were in ECW, they 
made sure the employees of 
Atlas Security earned their 
pay. Whenever—and | mean 
whenever—Buh Buh Ray 
and D-Von made their way 
to ringside at the ECW 
Arena, | headed straight for 
the safety of the crow’s nest. 
The last place | wanted to be 
was on the floor and in 
range of the crowd's reaction 
to their venom. 

However, even though 
the Dudleys are now com- 
peting in the world’s tough- 
est promotion and doing so 
at a level that makes most 
long-term tag teams envi- 
ous, I’m sensing that they're 
losing a bit of polish off their 
reputation and a little bit of 
luster off their standing as 
one of the greatest tag 
teams of all-time. Some of it 
has to do with their competi- 
tion, which has been less 
than stellar over the past 
couple of years, but a lot of it 
also has to do with the way 
that the Dudleys have remained status quo since their 
WWE debut way back in late-1999. 

Other than a few changes in ring attire and a few failed 
attempts at singles pushes, the Dudleys haven't 
evolved—which means that they haven't gotten any bet- 
ter. They still like to employ tables, they still do that silly 
tongue-wagging headbutt from the top rope, and they still 
utilize the 3D as their finisher. Because of this, they’ve be- 
come a “groaner,” which is a term that | use to describe 
any wrestler whose intro music makes me groan upon 
hearing the first couple of notes. 

Wrestlers can be groaners for varying reasons, but the 
Dudleys are groaners for one of the most innocuous rea- 
sons | can ever imagine: Over the past decade or so, I’ve 
seen almost all that they have had to offer, and because 
they haven’t changed much, | feel like I’m now watching 
reruns. The longer this goes on, the more I’m compelled 
to think that the Dudleys are hurting their legacy more 
than helping it. 

For a while, The Road Warriors were groaners, too. 





D-Von and brother Buh Buh Ray had a real edge to them when they 
were in ECW. They’d bloody their opponents if they felt like it and 
nearly incite riots among the fans on a whim. Welsh wouldn't mind 
seeing some more of that Dudley venom return in WWE. 


(Need | remind you of 
Hawk's substance abuse 
angle or LOD 2000— 
managed by Tammy 
“Sunny” Sytch?) The War- 
riors, though, retained 
their reputation by not 
hurting it in front of our 
eyes. Sure, they wrestled 
when they were no longer 
in peak physical condition, 
but for the most part, they 
did this on small indepen- 
dent shows or overseas— 
where the vast majority of 
stateside fans weren't 
forced to watch their slow 
descent into mediocrity. 
We didn’t have to see 
them wrestle winded, with 
their guts falling out of 
their tights too often. By 
staying out of the spot- 
light, they retained their 
aura of invincibility. 

The Dudleys are still in 
their physical prime and 
still have an aura of invin- 
cibility (they’re easily the 
top tag team on either 
Raw or Smackdown), but 
they've become too pre- 
dictable for their own 
good. They still wrestle 
fluidly, but their move set 
has become so standard- 
ized that questions about 
it might soon become a 
part of the SAT. They're delivering better promos than 
ever, but they’re still too concerned with their love-hate 
relationship with Spike to focus on their legacy. 

The Dudley Boyz are as good as they've ever been, 
but as strange as this sounds, that’s not doing them 
much good right now. The longer they stay groaners, the 
more they hurt their legacy. I'm not suggesting that they 
leave WWE and take to independent shows or the 
Japanese promotions to retain their dominant reputation, 
but they need to remember that title histories and pay- 
per-view results only tell part of the tale of wrestlers’ lega- 
cies. The other part comes from the people who watched 
them wrestle—and who then tell future generations of 
their greatness. 

Buh Buh Ray and D-Von need to find a way to recap- 
ture the spark that made them great. If they do that, 
they'll certainly turn curmudgeons like me into fans 
again, and maybe one day I'll tell my children about the 
best tag team that ever lived. 

And maybe | won't say it was The Road Warriors. L 





= 


The Wrestler 11 





_ bhlindsided 


champion in WWE history? Judging from his record so 

far, the answer is no. So what is it about his title reign 
that is so disturbing? 

In my opinion, wrestlers must prove themselves in one 
of two categories to be considered world championship- 
caliber. One, a champion must have extraordinary in-ring 
ability. Bret Hart and current Raw champion Chris Benoit 
would easily meet that standard. Or, two, a champion must 
have a proven record of selling tickets. Bruno Sammartino, 
Hulk Hogan, The Rock, and Steve Austin would definitely 
meet that standard. 

Very, very few wrestlers have managed to excel in 
both categories. A case can be made for Bob Backlund, 
a former NCAA Division || wrestling champion who sold 
out Madison Square Garden many times in the late- 
1970s and early-1980s. Then again, one could attribute 
his success to Vincent McMahon Sr.’'s use of a time- 
proven formula: feeding Backlund one monster after 
another until he became a heroic figure. There’s also 
Shawn Michaels, whose charisma and ability kept 
WWE's house show business hot while everything else 
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By Harry Burkett 


was going downhill in the mid-1990s. Another case can 
be made for Kurt Angle, the 1996 Olympic gold medalist, 
who has merged technical ability and showmanship 
more effectively than any other wrestler in history. 

Where does that leave Layfield? He’s not a great 
technical wrestler, nor is he a proven draw. Apparently, 
Vince McMahon thought the image of Layfield with a 
world belt around his waist would strengthen his char- 
acter. History shows this is the wrong way to do busi- 
ness. Successful wrestlers, those who sell tickets or at 
least have great in-ring ability, give credibility to a world 
title. A world championship, in itself, does not give 
credibility to an average wrestler. 

Think about what McMahon has done here. The WWE 
championship lost some prestige when it became exclusive 
property of Smackdown. But, over the next 18 months, 
Smackdown benefited from three strong champions: Brock 
Lesnar, Kurt Angle, and Eddie Guerrero. While Guerrero 
was a risky choice, he proved his worth through first-rate 
matches on television and pay-per-view. To put it into terms 
JBL would understand, Lesnar, Angle, and Guerrero were 
investments in the Smackdown title, and the result was that 





its value increased. After building up substantial princi- 
pal in the championship, McMahon decided to spend 
the dividends on John Bradshaw Layfield. 

Why? The Smackdown title lost credibility over- 
night when Layfield gained a somewhat questionable 
victory over Eddie Guerrero at The Great American 
Bash in July. The win did very little for Layfield, did 
nothing for the championship, and squandered a lot 
of the hard work of Lesnar, Angle, and Guerrero. 

| know it sounds as if | really don’t like John 
Bradshaw Layfield. That’s not true. | commend the 
efforts he has made during the past few months. 
His match at Judgment Day, in which he gained a 
disqualification victory over then-champ Guerrero, 
surpassed expectations. He put a lot of effort into 
winning that bullrope match at The Great American 
Bash and is a much better wrestler now than he 
was at this time last year. Through his promos and 
ring work, Layfield is putting his heart and soul into 
becoming a successful champion—although he 
has shown bad judgment at times. 

Layfield, a long-time poker player, should know 
when he’s been dealt a bad hand. Layfield and the 
JBL character are out of time and place. The JBL 
character is straight out of the 1980s, inspired in 
part by “Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase. 
Obviously, JBL’s new chief of staff, Orlando Jor- 
dan, is directly inspired by DiBiase’s manservant, 
Virgil. | don’t mind that McMahon is borrowing 
some ideas from the 1980s because, in a weird 
way, it makes JBL—like The Undertaker—stand 
out somewhat in 2004. But should McMahon make 
JBL the face of Smackdown? It reminds me of 
when Bob Backlund held the WWF title for a few 
days in 1994. It was out of time, out of place. 

There’s also the issue of Layfield going from a 
mid-carder to a main-eventer overnight, without 
any explanation for the character change or how he 
suddenly became a dominant wrestler. Just prior to 
Bradshaw becoming JBL, he and Faarooq comprised 
The APA, a team that had become very stale after a 
five-year run in WWE. In most fans’ minds, Bradshaw 
was only a step away from retirement or an outright 
release. As it turned out, Faaroog was fired, and Brad- 
shaw was retooled for another character. 

The elevation of Bradshaw, the /ower mid-carder, to 
JBL, the main-eventer, should have occurred over several 
months, with a few losses, some hard-fought wins over 
stars on the high end of the mid-card ranks, and then, 
finally, a consistent winning record. Almost immediately, 
the beer-chugging, cigar-smoking, fun-loving Bradshaw 
was gone. In his place, there was JBL, the egocentric mil- 
lionaire. Are we supposed to believe Layfield became a 
main event wrestler just because he started wearing a 
white cowboy hat and riding in a limousine? 

Layfield exaggerated his own political views to portray 
an immigrant-hating, war-loving, intolerant right-winger. 
JBL was not a big hit in Germany, where he insulted an 
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entire crowd and broke the law by goose-stepping and giv- 
ing “Heil Hitler’ salutes, supposedly to show his character's 
sympathies to Nazism. While WWE apologized for Lay- 
field’s actions, Creative went ahead and used his subse- 
quent firing as a financial analyst on CNBC as a way to 
promote his character as a “loudmouth.” Then Layfield 
went on Howard Stern’s radio show to defend his actions, 
Stating he was portraying a character, a “cross between 
J.R. Ewing, Pat Buchanan, and David Duke.” In several 
promos, the evil JBL offered his support for the troops in 
Iraq. I'm sure the soldiers in lraq are thrilled to realize 
Bradshaw wrapped himself in the American flag, only to 
exploit their life-and-death situation to get heat as JBL. 

Yet Vince McMahon still wants to make JBL a perma- 
nent character, perhaps a long-reigning champion. It’s a 
flashback to 1987, when an average wrestler—The 
Honky Tonk Man—inexplicably defeated a great techni- 
cal star—Rick Steamboat—for the Intercontinental title 
and reigned for the next 15 months. Sometimes Mc- 
Mahon is determined to ignore the wishes of his loyal 
audience ... just to prove that he can. C) 
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Thumbs Up to Randy Orton. Thanks to his smug persona, Orton hasn't been the 

most popular WWE performer since his debut with WWE, but he does have the goods. 

At SummerSlam, he beat Chris Benoit for the Raw championship completely on the up- 

and-up, and Benoit was so impressed with his skills that after the match, he demanded 

that Orton shake his hand, Apparently Evolution had an issue with the way that Orton 

was acting, because one night after his title reign began, Triple-H, Ric Flair, and Batista 
beat him down and kicked him out of the group. If that’s 

not testament. to his good standing, then what is? 


















Thumbs Up to Rey Misterio Jr. Misterio has a lot to be upset about. Despite 
being the best cruiserweight in the world, he’s somehow gotten lost among the 
other wrestlers on the Smackdown roster. He’s also having to fight Buh Buh Ray 
and D-Von Dudley just to get his hands on little brother Spike (who held the cruis- 
erweight title at press time), Despite these setbacks, though, Misterio continues to 
be one of the most praiseworthy wrestlers*competing today. In today’s win-at-all- 

costs WWE, he stands out as one of the few wrestlers who 
puts personal ethics above an impressive win-loss 
record—and we applaud him for that. 















Thumbs Up to Jetf- Hardy. Hardy’s return to active competition with TNA 
wasn’t a guaranteed success. TNA’s fans could have rejected him in the same way 
Ring of. Honor fans did him last. summer, Hardy could have come in out of shape 
and not ready to wrestle, or he simply could have been a poor fit for the promotion. 
Luckily for TNA, though, Hardy’s return has been a grand success. He’s invigorated 

TNA like no other wrestler has been able to, and he’s added legitimacy to the promo- 
tion despite lacking classic main event size. So far, the TNA/Hardy experiment ts 
working out better than anyone could have predicted. 














Thumbs Up to Theodore Long. We know what you're thinking: Whoa! A 
“Thumbs Up” for Teddy Long? What is this world coming to? We'll tell you: In 
today’s day and age of corrupt wrestling general managers, CEOs, chiefs of staff, 
and presidents, Long has been a refreshing change of pace since taking over as 
Smackdown’s GM. He’s not playing favorites, not handing primo matches to his 
favorite wrestlers, and, most of all, he’s not letting the general manager’s office 
become bigger than the promotion—or brand—it manages. To our amazement, he’s 
doing a stellar job. 
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correspondents reports 





Toronto, Ontario: WWE SummerSlam 


Correspondent: George Napolitano 


The Undertaker entered his match with Smackdown 
champion John Bradshaw Layfield intent on regaining 
championship gold. Layfield entered the match intent on 
SUrViVviNG. 

The match began ominously for JBL, as "Taker powered 
him out of the ring and then worked him over on the out- 
side—including a shot into the ring steps. Back in the ring, 
JBL fought back with a series of punches, but Under- 
taker—who has a number of submission holds in his reper- 
toire—began wrenching Layfield’s left arm. He then went 
old school on JBL by walking the top rope and coming off 
with a clubbing forearm. A follow-up DDT earned ‘Taker a 
two-count, but he couldn’t put the champion away. 

After some interference on behalf of JBL by Orlando 





The Undertaker unquestionably got the best of JBL at Summer- 
Slam, but he didn’t the Smackdown title ... or, technically, even 
the victory. 
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Jordan, Layfield took his first extended control of the 
match, first by ramming ’Taker’s knee into the ringpost and 
then by hitting it with a chair while Jordan kept the referee 
at bay. Taker, ever the cagey veteran, reversed a Layfield 
leg hold into a rolling kneebar, draped him across the ring 
apron, and then came down on Layfield’s face with a 
meaty elbow. JBL recovered enough to continue his as- 
sault on ‘Taker’s knee with a spinning toehold, but UT had 
no quit in him on this evening. “The Dead Man” caught JBL 
in the corner twice with big splashes and followed up with a 
choke-slam, but Jordan’s interference prevented a pinfall. 

Undertaker, having lost his temper, simply began 
pounding on JBL in the corner, but referee Nick Patrick 
got caugNt in the fracas and was knocked out. Jordan took 
the opportunity to hand Layfield his championship belt— 
and JBL laid out Taker with a stiff shot to the temple. 
However, when he went for the pinfall, Patrick—still foggy 
from getting knocked out earlier—was slow to make the 
count, allowing ‘Taker to kick out. UT nearly won the 
match with a power bomb, but Patrick was again slow to 
make the count. Taker, frustrated by the interference and 
the lack of a capable referee, got caught leveling Layfield 
over the head with the Smackdown championship belt to 
earn a disqualification. 

In other bouts: Spike, Buh Buh Ray, & D-Von Dudley 
beat Rey Misterio Jr., Paul London, & Billy Kidman ... 
Kane beat Matt Hardy to win the right to marry Lita ... John 
Cena beat Booker T ... Intercontinental champion Edge 
defeated Chris Jericho and Batista in a three-way match ... 
Kurt Angle beat Eddie Guerrero ... Triple-H pinned 
Eugene ... Randy Orton pinned Raw champion Chris Ben- 
oit to win the championship. 


Nashville, TN: Total Nonstop Action 


Correspondent: Hank Rollins 


Kid Kash and A.J. Styles haven't been on the best of 


terms in recent months—especially with Kash saying how 
TNA management gives Styles preferential treatment—but 
because they were both involved with other feuds, this 
feud was put on the back burner. However, when they 
recently locked up during the main event of a TNA pay-per- 
view, fans made the ticket a hot item. 

Kash entered the match wearing a back brace for a 
claimed injury, but Kash—known for telling outlandish 
stories—couldn’t convince Styles to take it easy on him. 
The former NWA champion took Kash to the outside with 
a well-timed armdrag, then, back in the ring, threw him 
into the corner and nailed him with a running dropkick 


and a lariat that left Kash a crumpled mess. 

Styles kept the advantage until Kash’s good buddy 
Dallas caught Styles and held on to him to allow Kash a 
free shot—or at least that was the plan. Styles countered 
with a forearm shot to Kash, quickly elevated to the top 
rope, and then hit the interfering Dallas with a brilliant 
moonsault. But Kash doesn’t waste many opportunities, 
so when he saw Styles attack Dallas on the outside, he 
began formulating a plan. What resulted was a huracan- 
rana over the ring ropes and onto Styles. Once back in 
the ring, he continued his assault with a clothesline and a 
surfboard variation. 

After a few more minutes, Styles capitalized on a Kash 
mistake and regained the momentum, using a series of 
jawbreakers and a springboard DDT to turn the match’s 
course. Dallas, looking to slow Styles, once again caught 
him along the ropes, but Kash failed to connect with a 
dropkick. Kash tried to recover by positioning Styles for a 
piledriver, but Styles escaped the maneuver, threw him to 
the ropes, and then connected with a clothesline that could 
have made Stan Hansen take notice. One three-count 
later, the match was his. 

In other bouts: Raven beat Sabu ... Abyss beat Sonny 
Siaki ... Michael Shane & Kazarian defeated Jerry Lynn & 
Chris Sabin ... Pat Kenney beat Big Vito in a weapons 
match ... Chris Harris & James Storm beat Petey Williams 
& Bobby Rude. 


Prospect, PA: 
international Wrestling Cartel 


Correspondent: Timothy A. Walker 


The Big Butler Fair was the scene of this featured match 
between J-Rocc, who had the mysterious Lord Zoltan in 
his corner, and former WWF and WCW superstar Hack- 
saw Duggan, who was clearly the crowd favorite. The 
match began with the 6’, 224-pound J-Rocc trying to match 
strength with Duggan, but Duggan’s leverage advantage 
proved too much for J-Rocc to handle. Despite his advanc- 
ing age, it only took Duggan a few minutes to establish a 
decided advantage. 

J-Rocc, though, smartly changed his strategy and 
began chopping at Duggan with heavy blows that put his 
opponent down on the mat near the ropes. J-Rocc then 
distracted the referee, allowing Zoltan to choke Duggan 
from the outside. When J-Rocc retook control, he contin- 
ued to work on Duggan’s ailing windpipe by turning a chin- 
lock into a chokehold whenever the referee was distracted. 
The bald rulebreaker then trapped Duggan in the corner 
and pounded him with a series of punches to the midsec- 
tion. When Duggan went down, J-Rocc applied a tight front 
facelock. The referee checked on Duggan, but he would 
not let his arm slump to the mat three times. 

Duggan worked his way back to his feet and elbowed 
his way out of J-Rocc’s grip. Duggan rallied the fans be- 
hind him, then nailed J-Rocc with some hard clotheslines. 
J-Rocc was reeling, and Duggan cornered his opponent 
and punched him in the head 10 times. A few minutes 
later, Duggan set up in the three-point stance and ran 





It took all of Hacksaw Duggan’s formidable strength for him to 
power his way out of J-Rocc’s rear chinlock during a recent IWC 
match. Duggan eventually took the bout ... and formed an 
unlikely alliance with The Honky Tonk Man afterward. 
across the ring, catching a stunned J-Rocc with a big tack- 
le. Duggan covered J-Rocc for the pin, and the referee 
counted to three—giving the patriotic fan favorite the win. 

Things weren't quite over, though. As the referee raised 
Duggan’s hand, J-Rocc and Lord Zoltan attacked him from 
behind. J-Rocc and Zoltan knocked Duggan down to the 
mat, where they both stomped on him. It looked bad for 
Hacksaw—until The Honky Tonk Man rushed to Duggan’s 
aid and chased both J-Rocc and Zoltan to the back. 
Duggan and Honky Tonk shook hands as the fans ap- 
plauded their efforts. 

In other bouts: Dirk Ciglar defeated Dennis Gregory 
... Glenn Spectre & Eric Xtasy beat John McChesney & 
Jimmy Jacobs ... Alex Shelley pinned Super Hentai ... 
Super Indy champion Chris Sabin pinned Sterling James 
Keenan ... Carlton Kaz beat Thunderbolt ... The Honky 
Tonk Man pinned Lord Zoltan ... C.M. Punk won a triple 
threat match over Tracey Smothers and Chris Candido 
... Shirley Doe defeated Sebastian Dark in a falls-count- 
anywhere, anything-goes match (Mick Foley was the guest 
referee). a 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 





Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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By Frank Krewda 


day would come when I'd 

argue against the inclusion 
of more women in profession- 
al wrestling, but if the current 
crop of ladies is the best we 
can expect from the WWE 
diva search, | say send it the 
way of Tough Enough. 

Not that WWE has ever 
made a good faith effort to 
legitimize the role of a// its 
female talent, but the obvious 
limitations of the entrants actu- 
ally sets the cause back by 
leaps and bounds. 

I'm sure whoever wins this 
contest will get the requisite 
enhancement surgery and atti- 
tude adjustment, but as of 
their July 26 performance on 
Raw (in which they were 
asked to verbally seduce Ka- 
mala!), not a single one of the 
girls demonstrated a special 
quality of any kind. Strike 
that—Carmella at least had 
the presence of mind to go for 
the cheap pop by wearing a 
Hines Ward Steelers jersey in 
front of the Pittsburgh crowd. 

None of these women is 
funny. | didn’t detect much 
charisma in the early going. 
Their figures and faces are 
fairly attractive, but even some 
of the WWE’s veteran divas, like 
Sable and Ivory, sport better phy- 
siques and prettier faces. 

And after suffering through the 90- 
minute diva search special on UPN, | 
have to wonder exactly what talents 
the winner could offer WWE and its 
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Nidia got her WWE contract by winning a contest (Tough 
Enough), yet even with extensive training on TE, in OVW, 
and on the job in WWE with both Raw and Smackdown, 
she’s only a bit player today. Frank Krewda suggests that 
this doesn’t bode well for the diva search winner. 


fans. In fact, the only talent these 
women have shown is the ability to 
wreck the set that passes for Eric 
Bischoff's office on Raw. 

With so many challenges to over- 
come in the men’s (and legitimate 
women’s) ranks in Smackdown and 


Raw, such as creating meaning- 
ful and compelling title matches, 
WWE officials would be better 
served focusing their energies on 
making better use of the talent 
already in house, which is con- 
siderable, not on acquiring ex- 
pensive new talent that will make 
little to no impact on the product. 
Heck, | had to wonder if any of 
the 10 finalists knew the first 
thing about wrestling or about 
WWE! 

| also have to question 
WWE's fondness for awarding 
contracts to contest winners. 
Jackie Gayda and Linda Miles 
(who’s been demoted to OVW, 
likely never to return) are walk- 
ing testaments to the folly of it 
all. Even Christopher Nowinski, 
who didn’t even win Tough 
Enough, is on the sidelines suf- 
fering the aftereffects of multiple 
concussions (he is unlikely to 
wrestle again), and Maven and 
Nidia, who did win, can hardly 
crack the Raw lineup. Clearly, 
the return on investment on 
such contests hasn't been a net 
gain in the long term for WWE. 

“Folly” and “meaningless” are 
the best words | can find to 
describe the diva search. And 
you can multiply those words by 
10 if you think the winner, whose 
$250,000 salary for a year will 
be higher than the salaries of 
quite a few established stars on the 
WWE roster, will contribute anything 
to the state of women’s wrestling in 
WWE. Detrimental? That’s putting it 
nicely. 

Frank Krewda is a senior writer 
for THE WRESTLER. 
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By Dave Lenker 


RANK KREWDA, THE man 
E.. once tried to convince our 

readers that Chastity was 
beautiful in that “skanky sort of way,” 
is actually turning up his nose at a 
future WWE diva? 

True, these women aren't 
on par with Torrie Wilson or 
Trish Stratus quite yet. But 
given the right look and put in 
the proper circumstances, 
one of them could be an 
asset to WWE. 

To be fair, I’m not even 
certain how WWE intends to 
use the diva search winner at 
this point. Sure, Vince Mc- 
Mahon is probably just trying 
to capitalize on the reality TV 
craze by seeking out some 
new eye candy, not the next 
Fabulous Moolah, but who's 
to say the new diva can’t or 
won't develop wrestling skills 
in due time, especially if the 
opportunity presents itself. 

Dawn Marie comes to 
mind as a diva who entered 
WWE as just another pretty 
face, and increased her 
value to the company by 
developing at least passable 
wrestling skills. At this early 
stage, I’m not sure anyone 
can say that one (or more) of 
the diva search entrants 
can’t do the same. To pro- 
nounce a negative verdict on 
the diva search before it 
plays out is cynical and 
speculative at best. 

Besides, if these women 
are as lackluster as Frank 


says, they probably wouldn’t have 
garnered as much air time as they 
already have on Spike TV and UPN. 

| agree that none of the ladies 
shines with that “star quality,” but 
how much can we find out about 
them from watching them try to 





Tough Enough 2 winner Jackie Gayda (taking a slap from 
Stacy Keibler) looked like a total bust when she was first 
given her shot with WWE. Given time to train and given 
the right role now, she’s an asset to WWE. It WWE brings 
along the diva search winner slowly, she, too, could 
develop into something, writes Dave Lenker. 








seduce Kamala in 20 seconds or 
wreck Eric Bischoff’s office looking 
for an immunity envelope? If they 
were given some wrestling training 
away from the cameras as the weeks 
went by and then asked to show 
what they could do in sparring ses- 
sions every week on Aaw, then 
the contest could have been more 
intriguing. Even now, though, 
given the opportunity to polish her 
skills, | think the winner could con- 
tribute something to WWE. lf 
nothing else, manufacturing 
another “hottie” will surely get 
everyone's attention, maybe even 
Playboy's. 

Of course, to make the diva 
search work, WWE has to play its 
hand carefully. It can’t afford to 
make the same mistakes it made 
with Jackie Gayda and Gail Kim, 
overexposing the contest winner 
too quickly, no matter which role 
she is put in once this thing is 
over. 

Jackie was pushed into the 
ring without sufficient training and 
her weaknesses were revealed. 
Kim, on the other hand, was given 
the women’s title in her first tele- 
vised Raw match, when she 
clearly wasn't as advanced as 
WWE Creative thought. 

Whoever wins the diva search 
must be brought along slowly and 
packaged in a way that magnifies 
her endowments, whether they’re 
beauty, brains, wrestling ability, or 
verbal skills. It has been done 
before, and that’s why | say, if it’s 
done right, the diva search can 
still work for WWE. 

Dave Lenker is the editor-in- 
chief of THE WRESTLER. 
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By Harry Burkett 


AFA JR. 


The Samoans, Rikishi, and The 
Rock are only a few members of 
the vast Anoai family to enjoy great 
success in pro wrestling. Afa Anoai 
Jr. has already embarked upon a 
two-sport career path 








begun. For Afa Anoai Jr., it's hard to meet expecta- 

tions when your cousin is the most famous profes- 
sional wrestler in the industry and, arguably, the top action- 
adventure movie star in the world. 

In the midst of his freshman year at the University of 
Connecticut, Afa Jr. is already trying to play down his con- 
nection to The Rock among his teammates and newfound 
friends. “The Rock went to the same high school as me and 
was successful at playing college football,” said Afa Jr. “So | 
understand why people compare the two of us. A lot of peo- 
ple already know we're related. But if people don’t know, | 
don't tell them. Word will get around soon enough.” 

But people have been talking about Afa Jr.’s accom- 
plishments as well. Coming out of Freedom High School in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Afa Jr. was selected as an 
All-American and ranked among the top 78 high school 
players in the United States. He quickly became one of 
the most sought-after recruits in the Northeast. After some 
strong efforts by the University of Pittsburgh, he finally 
decided to play for the University of Connecticut Husk- 
ies. The Huskies haven't been a Division | team for very 
long, and 2004-’05 is the football team’s first season in 
the Big East conference. Afa Jr., as a defensive tackle, 
is a major part of the Huskies’ plans. 

“The chemistry at UConn is great,” Afa Jr. commented 
during football camp. “All of the football players and basket- 
ball players are really tight. Coming from a family my size, 
with so many brothers and cousins around me all my life, | 
need that kind of family setting.” 

Afa Jr.’s famous family has been the cornerstone of his 
life. He is the son of Afa Anoai Sr., who gained fame with his 
brother, Sika, as part of The Samoans in the late-1970s and 
early-’80s. Afa Jr. wasn’t born until October 6, 1984, so he 
didn’t even exist when his father was at his professional 


T= COMPARISONS TO The Rock have already 


peak. So Afa Jr.'s primary 
exposure to pro wrestling has 
been his father’s two labors of 
love: World Xtreme Wrestling, 
a promotion based in Penn- 
sylvania, and The Wild Sa- 
moan Training Center. 

Considering that wrestling 
has been part of his lifeblood, 
it’s no surprise that Afa dr. 
began his career very early, 
at the tender age of 13. Afa 
Sr. organized a tour of Eur- 
ope in August 1998 and, dur- 
ing a stop in Vienna, Austria, 
he was short one wrestler for 
a big battle royal. Afa Jr. 
begged his dad to be part of 
the show. Afa Jr.’s crash 
course gave a new meaning 
to apartment wrestling. 

“My brothers, Samu and 
L.A. Smooth, trained me in a 
hotel room,” recalled Afa Jr. 
“They were as stiff as hell, 
and had me taking bumps on 
the floor. They didn’t take it 
easy on me—or the hotel 
room.” The training must have 
worked: He went on to win 
the battle royal. His luck ran 
out, however, during a stop in f 
Graz, Austria, where he lost 
his first singles match to The 
Bambi Killer. 

When Afa Jr. turned 18, 
and could legally compete in 
Pennsylvania, there was no 
stopping his meteoric rise in 
WXW. Nicknamed “The Sa- 
moan Storm,” he had exciting 
rivalries with Shane Black 
and Tommy Suede. He also 
faced The Bushwhackers, 
Gangrel, and a young Batista (then known as Kahn). 
Within three years, he won every WXW championship, 
including the cruiserweight, tag team, TV, hardcore, and 
heavyweight titles. He even captured the Jersey Cham- 
pionship Wrestling TV belt. 

Afa Jr.’s breakout match, against Low-Ki in 2000, 
was considered WXW’'s top encounter of the year. When 
a band of heels—dubbed Team Xtreme—tried to take 
over WXW, he joined Samu and L.A. Smooth to form 
The Sons of Samoa. His heavyweight confrontations 
with Slyk Wagner Brown and arch-rival Sugaa, most 
notably in an “Ironman” match, are considered the best 
of his most recent bouts. 

Currently, Afa Jr. plans to wrestle during the off-sea- 
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Although he’s now up to 280 pounds, Afa Jr. can still take to the air and execute a mean frog splash. 
But it’s not the kind of move he can use as a defensive tackle for the University of Connecticut. 


son to stay in top cardiovascular shape. Because he 
began wrestling as a cruiserweight at such a young 
age, most fans are awed to see Afa Jr.—now a 6’2”, 
280-pounder—execute frog splashes through tables 
and dives from the tops of steel cages. Afa Jr. carries 
that same agility into football. 

“I've earned everything I’ve achieved in football, and 
I'm proud of that,” said Afa Jr. “My goal is to play in the 
NFL, but it’s almost guaranteed you'll see me as a full- 
time wrestler someday.” 

As it is, Afa Jr.’s fans will have to be satisfied by 
watching him during the off-season ... even if he’s doing 
moonsaults just to stay in shape for football. And, no, he 
doesn't plan to launch an acting career anytime soon. (1 
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URING THE LAST 12 
1) months, I’ve been lucky 

enough to collect a number of 
championship belts. All together, I've 
rounded up six: two from Mexico, one 
from Germany, and three from here in 
the United States. All these titles are 
in different weight classes, but as a 
191-pound wrestler, the one that is 
hardest to keep hold of is the PWE 
heavyweight title. More often than not, 
I'm defending that title against men 
that outweigh me by at least 40 
pounds. Most recently, | defended this 


The covered-in-belts Mike Quackenbush you see in the ring today (above left) is a lot different from 
the “greenhorn” Quackenbush who won the PCW six-man tag trophy with Inferno Kid more than six 
years ago (above right). He has a lot of people to thank for that, including one whom he recently 


wrestled for the first time in a few years. 
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By Mike Quackenbush 


[Editor's note: Mike Quackenbush, who has held 
numerous titles in the United States and beyond, files 
reports on the life of an independent wrestler seeking 
to make an impact on the business. In this issue, he 
writes about meeting an old friend/enemy, a man who 
helped him a lot early in his career, for the first time in 


a number of years.] 


title against a fellow veteran of the in- 
dependents, Glen Osbourne. 

Prior to our PWE championship 
bout, | had feuded with Glen over a 
set of tag team belts. The difference 
was that in 1997, | had nowhere near 
the level of experience that | now pos- 
sess. Glen, who has been a profes- 
sional since 1989, was a seasoned 
performer by that point, and in addi- 
tion to being much larger than me, he 
has always been much stronger. If | 
were foolish enough to ever be in a 
bar fight with someone like Glen Os- 








bourme, | would most likely end up as 
a stain on the floor when all was said 
and done. Fortunately for me, Glen is 
truly one of the nicest guys I've ever 
met in the wrestling business, and | 
suspect he’s a pretty difficult guy to 
upset. Of course, if all you know of 
Glen is what he shows you in the ring, 
it would be easy to develop a very dif- 
ferent opinion of him. 

When my old tag team partner In- 
ferno Kid and | challenged Glen and 
Ace Darling for the Pennsylvania 
Championship Wrestling tag title 
about seven years ago, we 
were both a bit inexperi- 
enced in comparison to our 
opponents. Plus, we had 
only been teaming for a 
short time, three or four 
months at most. | had only 
been with the promotion for 
about six months total when 
we had our first matches 
against Glen and Ace, and 
in the locker room, we had 
no seniority. 

In 1997, Ace Darling and 
Glen Osbourne had the 
chore of breaking in Inferno 
Kid and “Lightning” Mike 
Quackenbush, of initiating 
us into the ranks of Penn- 
sylvania Championship 
Wrestling. While they could 
have squashed us if they 
chose, they instead extend- 
ed to us a bit of unearned 
respect. They worked with 
us, instead of working 
around us, or simply pound- 


ing us into the ground. The goal was 
to give the fans their money’s worth 
each night, not to beat a pair of new 
faces in the locker room into wheel- 
chairs. Because Osbourne and Dar- 
ling gave us a chance to shine and do 
our thing, it set a precedent in that 
locker room for others to follow. | owe 
a debt of gratitude to Ace Darling for 
all that he has taught me about the 
world of pro wrestling. | also owe a 
debt of gratitude to Glen Osbourne, 
the most senior guy of that PCW lock- 
er room back in 1997, who treated me 
like an equal when | certainly didn't 
deserve it. So many of the experi- 
ences | had in Blaine DeSantis’ PCW 
set the stage for what | could later 
accomplish in wrestling. 

It would have been easy, even 
commonplace, for guys like Glen and 
Ace to say to a promoter or match- 
maker that they didn’t want to work 
with two “greenhorns’” like Inferno and 
|. Had it been two other wrestlers the 
size and stature of Ace and Glen, they 
might have sabotaged the whole 
match/feud based simply on the fact 
that we were so much smaller than 
they were. If they had wanted, it 
wouldn't have seemed all that unusual 
for the two bigger veterans to take us 
in the ring and beat the snot out of us 
to a point at which we couldn't contin- 
ue the match, or send us to the emer- 
gency room with serious injuries. 

The truth is, though, that most 
wrestlers work together to put on 
exciting matches without trying to 
seriously injure each other, because 
for many, wrestling is a livelihood. 
Gorilla Monsoon put it best when he 
spoke about a simple hammerlock: 
“Every time you put that move on, 
you could break your opponent’s 
arm. But you just don't.” Every wres- 
tler has bills to pay and needs to put 
food on his dinner table. 

When the time came for me to 
defend the PWE heavyweight title 
against Glen Osbourne just a few 
months ago, | looked forward to it with 
a peculiar anticipation. Although Glen 
and | have always been opponents in 
the ring, | actually looked forward to 
seeing him. It had been several years 
since we crossed paths. In that time, 
both of us had taken a hiatus from 





Glen Osbourne is a fearsome-looking man when he is wearing his usual face paint, but 
Quackenbush considers him a true gentleman outside the ring. He recently went out of 
his way to thank him for a seemingly little thing he did for him way back in 1997. 


wrestling and returned with new out- 
looks. | was curious to see how the 
2004 version of our match would differ 
from the 1997 version. 

In seven years, Glen had changed 
very little. The design of his face paint 
was almost identical to the one | re- 
called, and he was as muscular and 
powerful as before. He was still able 
to carefully tread the line between 
being a brute in the ring and a gentle- 
man the rest of the time. Before the 
night was over, | would end up kicking 
him square in the jaw, and he would 


flog me a few times with a long metal 
chain. When the show was over and 
the ring was being loaded back into 
the truck, | took a moment to do some- 
thing that’s done all too rarely in our 
profession. It seems like the world of 
wrestling is often too quagmired in its 
own bitterness and jealousy to permit 
moments of sincere gratitude. So | 
made sure that before we parted 
ways once again, | found a moment to 
thank a man who made the bumpy 
road of wrestling a more pleasant 
journey for me to endure. ‘a 
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HE “SUICIDAL, GENOCIDAL, 
and homicidal” madman from 
Bombay, India, was one of the 
superstars that helped ECW rise to nation- 
al prominence in the mid-1990s, and he 


Pry 


) 987: The. Sheik didn't take it easy on Sabu when he trained him just because he 
| shila til Heck, part of his training included wrestling what turned out to be a 


tal match against Sheik himself! 
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remains a key player in TNA ... The 
nephew of the original Sheik, Sabu began 
training for a life inside the squared circle 
under his uncle when he was in his early- 
After completing his training, 


CGNs ... 


Sabu made his pro debut in 1985 ... Orig- 
inally competed under the name Terry 
Snuka, based on his resemblance to the 
“Superfly” ... Through his uncle’s con- 
nections, Sabu landed bookings through- 
out Japan, most prominently compet- 
ing in FMW ... Like his uncle, Sabu 
had a scary bloodlust, but he also 
showed incredible aerial skills and a 
complete disregard for his own safety 

. Found some common ground 
with Horace Boulder, who happened 
to be the nephew of Hulk Hogan, and 
the two formed a tag team ... Sabu 
and Boulder scored a major victory 
over Atsushi Onita and Tarzan Goto 
to win the FMW/WWA tag team title 
on May 7, 1992 ... The WWE took 
interest in Sabu and offered him a 
contract in 1993, but he turned it 
down in order to compete in Japan 

. Teamed with The Sheik in a 
bloody battle against Dr. Looser and 
Dr. Hannibal at FMW’s fourth an- 
niversary show in 1993. 

On October 1, 1993, Sabu made 
his ECW debut in grand fashion, 
beating Tasmaniac (Tazz) twice on 
the same card ... The following 
night, he defeated Shane Douglas in 
Philadelphia to win the ECW heavy- 
weight title ... Realized he needed 
help adjusting to the grueling sched- 
ule of a champion and took on Paul 
E. Dangerously (Heyman) as his 
manager ... Dangerously began 
wheeling Sabu to the ring strapped 
on a gurney, with a Hannibal Lecter- 
style mask over his head, increasing 
Sabu’s aura of sadism and unpre- 
dictability ... Just one month later, 
Sabu pinned hardcore legend Terry 
Funk in a tag team bout to capture 
the TV title ... Funk got his revenge 
by beating Sabu for the ECW title on 
December 26, 1993. 

Sabu won the NWA independent 











May 1992: If you only remember Horace 
Boulder as Hulk Hogan’s nephew during 
his run in the NWO, you might be sur- 
prised to learn he and Sabu formed a 
championship tag team in Japan’s hard- 
core FMW promotion. 


title by defeating Al Snow on July 23, 
1994 ... That match saw both wrestlers 
use a 25-foot ladder, the tallest ladder ever 
used in a wrestling match to that point ... 
Formed an unlikely tag team with Tas- 
maniac, based on mutual respect ... That 
savage duo, managed by Dangerously, 
held the ECW tag title for three weeks in 
February 1995, winning the belts from 
Public Enemy and dropping them to Chris 
Benoit and Dean Malenko ... Suffered a 
broken neck in a death match against 
Benoit, which earned Benoit the nick- 
name “The Crippler” ... Sabu ran afoul of 
Heyman, who was by then no longer a 
manager, by missing ECW dates to em- 
bark on a tour of Japan ... Was summari- 
ly fired by the ECW owner ... Beat Koji 
Kanemoto for the IWGP junior heavy- 
weight title in May 1995 and reigned for 
Six weeks. 

Sabu signed with WCW in August 
1995 and brutalized Alex Wright in his 
first televised match, leading many to 
believe he would quickly become a break- 
out star for the company ... But it didn’t 
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October 1993: The first wars between Sabu 
and Tazz took place when Tazz was the 
face-painted Tasmaniac. Sabu dominated 
back then, but Tazz caught up to him later 
(and they also made a fine team). 


happen ... In his only pay-per-view ap- 
pearance with WCW, Sabu (with The 
Sheik) beat Mr. J.L. (Jerry Lynn) in less 
than four minutes at Halloween Havoc 
1995 ... One month later, he found him- 
self fired from WCW and was once again 
taking independent dates ... The Sheik’s 
independent spirit was asserting itself ... 
Returned to ECW at November to Re- 
member 1995, beating Hack Myers ... 
Continued building momentum and win- 
ning over new fans with his insane high- 
flying moves, table-smashing moonsaults, 
and creative uses for steel chairs ... Made 
an appearance on the WWF's Monday 
Night Raw when the ECW crew invaded 
the Manhattan Center ... In a memorable 
moment, Sabu leapt off the 20-foot high 
Raw sign over the aisle way. 

When it came time for ECW to make 





November 1993: Sabu and Rob Van Dam gave fans in Michigan some wonderful aerial 
battles before they became both enemies and friends in ECW years later. 





March 1995: Okay, so Sabu is a tad strange. He loves pointing skyward for no apparent 
reason. And he used to love breaking tables with moonsaults. But why was he hanging 
out in a meat freezer? And why were we there? 


its first foray into pay-per-view, the big- 
gest grudge match could only be Sabu 
against Tazz ... Tazz defeated Sabu in a 
violent encounter at Barely Legal in June 
1997, but Sabu ended up with Tazz’ man- 
ager, the obnoxious, whistle-blowing Bill 
Alfonso ... Bounced back from that loss 
by beating Terry Funk to regain the ECW 
heavyweight title in a bloody barbed-wire 
match on August 9, 1997 ... His second 
title run lasted just eight days, as Douglas 
beat Sabu and Funk in a three-way dance 
for the belt ... Feuded with The Sandman, 
beating the master of the Singapore cane 
at consecutive PPV events ... Wrestled 
Rob Van Dam to a 30-minute draw at 
Wrestlepalooza in May 1998. 

Taking advantage of friction in The 
Triple Threat, Sabu and RVD beat Chris 
Candido and Lance Storm for the tag 
team title on June 27, 1998 ... They de- 
fended the belts against the Japanese duo 
of Jinsei Shinzaki and Hayabusa at Heat- 
wave in August 1998 ... Sabu and Van 
Dam finally dropped the belts to The 
Dudley Boyz on October 24 ... They re- 
gained them two months later in Tokyo 
... Lost to ECW champ Taz in the main 
event of 1999’s Living Dangerously PPV 
... The Dudleys regained the tag belts on 
April 17, 1999, when Buh Buh beat RVD 
in a singles match. 

Sabu continued to make frequent tours 
of Japan, where he continued to be vener- 
ated as The Sheik’s nephew ... Had 
another falling-out with Heyman and 


again left ECW for the indy circuit ... 
Beat “Colorado Kid” Mike Rapada to win 
the NWA heavyweight title on November 
14, 2000, in Tampa ... Rapada regained 
the title six weeks later in 
Nashville ... Sabu remained 
a big draw on the indy cir- 
cuit, but his frequent tours 
overseas made it impossible 
for most American fans to 
follow his career closely ... 
Gradually began to slip off 
the mainstream radar ... But 
he wasn’t done collecting 
titles ... On August I1, 
2001, beat The Sandman in 
Philadelphia to become the 
first Main Event Champion- 
ship Wrestling alternative 
champion ... Won the In- 
sane Wresting Federation 
heavyweight title on De- 
cember 28, 2001 ... Also 
won the XPW heavyweight 
title in California and toured 
Australia with World Wres- 
tling All-Stars. 

On July 17, 2002, Sabu 
defeated Malice in a lad- 
der match to earn a shot at 
the NWA heavyweight 
title, this being one month 
into TNA’s existence ... 
Was poised to beat Ken 
Shamrock for the NWA 
title in another ladder 





September 1995: Signing Sabu was sup- 
posed to be a huge coup for WCW, and he 
was his usual reckless self in his debut 
against Alex Wright. Yet within a few 
months, he was back to ECW and the indies. 


match, but Malice interfered and the 
match was ruled a no-contest... In ad- 
dition to competing for TNA, Sabu 
joined the 3PW roster and won that 


August 1997: Sabu vs. Terry Funk was one of the best rival- 
ries ECW had during its first five years. Both won the ECW 
heavyweight title from the other. And Funk found out many 
times that Sabu attacks from all angles. 
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October 1997: Rob Van Dam and Sabu al- 
ways had a hard time figuring out whether 
they liked or hated each other. Imagine 
what their cross-country trips in an RV with 
manager Bill Alfonso were like. 


promotion’s heavyweight title on Oc- 
tober 19, 2002 ... Lost the title to “Pit 
Bull” Gary Wolfe two months later ... 
Pinned Carly Colon on March 15, 2003, 
in Carolina, Puerto Rico, to win the 
World Wrestling Council universal cham- 
pionship ... Wrestled the equally con- 
troversial and independent Teddy Hart 
in a show-stealing match at Stampede 
Pro Wrestling’s 50th anniversary card on 
May 2, 2003 ... Joined Terry Funk, 





January 2003: Time and injuries have taken their toll on Sabu’s body, but he’s still in demand around the 
world. That’s Kendo Ka Shin he’s battling in Tokyo. 
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August 1998: This time, it was Sabu who got the table! And he put both Buh Buh Ray 
and D-Von Dudley through it with a perfectly executed double legdrop. 


Steve Williams, and The Sandman in 
their war against The Extreme Horsemen 
in Florida’s MLW in the fall of 2003 ... 
Lost the 3PW heavyweight title to Raven 
in a three-way match also involving The 
Sandman on November 22, 2003. 
Apparently, Sabu forgave Raven 
for that loss, as he returned to TNA as 
Raven’s surprise partner against for- 


mer Raven disciples C.M. Punk and 
Julio Dinero ... The following week, 
Sabu saved Raven from an attack by 
The Naturals, seemingly solidifying 
their partnership ... Left TNA briefly 
for tours with CZW and Zero-One, but 
returned in April ... Surprisingly, Ra- 
ven began making challenges to his 
former partner, going so far as to chal- 
lenge Sabu to an empty 
arena match ... Sabu re- 
fused, citing “the prom- 
ise,” but Raven would- 
n't let the matter die .. 
It was later revealed 
that the promise was one 
Sabu made to his uncle, 
vowing to never wrestle 
Raven (presumably in a 
one-on-one match) ... 
Raven pushed his point 
by brutally attacking 
Sabu’s newest TNA 
ally, Sonjay Dutt, and 
burning The Sheik in ef- 
figy ... That put Sabu 
and Raven—perhaps the 
two men who best per- 
sonified the ideals and 
philosophy of ECW— 
on a collision course ... 
Raven won their first- 
ever singles match on 
August 4, but this ex- 
treme feud has the po- 
tential to be the most 
intense in the two-year- 
plus history of TNA. lL! 
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“Put yourself in my place! If you have 
20,000 people chanting ‘You suck! at 
you as you make your way to the ring, 
sooner or later, you're going to think 
that they don't like you or your talent, 
that they're playing you for a fool.” 
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URT ANGLE’S TENURE as the general man- 
K ager of Smackdown didn’t start out so. well. It 

began with his announcement that he had 
traded away the rights to Triple-H for the three-headed 
monster of Booker T and The Dudley Boyz. A couple of 
weeks later, The Big Show choke-slammed him off of a 
10-foot ledge. A few weeks after that, word broke that 
Angle's knee was in bad shape and in need of surgery. 

In the months afterward—as the former gold medal- 
ist wheeled and later hobbled his way to the ring—he 
developed more of an attitude. He told the fans that 
they didn't appreciate the sacrifices he had made for 
them. He started siding with Smackdown’s heels and 
coming down hard on the brand's fan favorites—espe- 
cially then-Smackdown champ Eddie Guerrero. Angle 
put obstacle after obstacle in Guerrero’s path, and the 
longer Guerrero continued to sidestep them, the more 
Angle vowed to be his undoing. 

Throughout their feud, Angle never said why he had 
it in for Guerrero, who beat him at WrestleMania XX, 
but everyone has their suspicions. Most of them boil 
down to one word: jealousy. Angle, bitterly jealous of 
Guerrero’s status as Smackdown’s preeminent 
wrestler, wanted to humble him. 

lf | can't be the best wrestler on the Smackdown ros- 
ter, Angle thought, then nobody can. 

In other words, Angle didn’t put Guerrero in a Great 
American Bash bullrope match with John Bradshaw 
Layfield and then award the match to JBL via contro- 
versial decision because he wanted to see Layfield 





= | ~Win—he did it because he wanted to watch Guerrero 
=| /ose. 


All along, however, Angle’s superiors were watch- 


|} ing. On July 20, after watching Angle fire a number of 


stars on the Smackdown roster while also acting as if 
his leg, which looked fine the week before when he 
interfered in a JBL-Guerrero cage match, hadn’t yet 
healed—Vince McMahon had seen enough. The WWE 
chairman fired Angle as GM and returned him to the 
active roster. 

Angle recently sat down with Senior Writer Will 
Welsh to discuss what it is about Guerrero that bugs 
him so much, how he thinks his run as Smackdown GM 
will be remembered, whether he has it in him to win the 
Smackdown championship for a fifth time, and The 
Undertaker. 


: Good evening, Kurt, thanks for 
your time. 

: You want to thank me for my 
time? Then buy me this dinner. 
Show me you really appreciate 
me taking this time to talk to you. 

: Sure, Kurt, | was planning on it. 
But that comment, | believe I've 
heard you say something like 
that before. In fact, | know when 
it was—back in the spring, 
when you accused the fans of 
not appreciating your sacri- 
fices. Is this some kind of com- 
mon theme for you? Do you 
have problems believing people 
appreciate what you do? 

: Listen, don’t try and talk to me 
about appreciation. Do you know 
who appreciated me when | won 
my Olympic gold medal? Nobody. 
Not a damn soul outside of my 
teammates and my family. | 
sweat, bled, and nearly had my 
neck torn in half for this country, 
but all | ever heard about was bas- 
ketball’s Dream Team. Nobody 
appreciated me then, and I’m sure 
nobody appreciates me now. | 
don’t know if WWE fans ever did. 

: Why do you say that? You 
were one of the most popular 
Smackdown stars when The 
Big Show tore up your knee. 

: Go ahead and believe that. | can 
see why you would. But I'll tell you 
this: You’re wrong. You’re dead 
wrong, pal. 

: How so? | thought that your 
popularity was pretty obvious. 
So did all of my colleagues at 
the magazine. And | think 
everyone who knows anything 
about wrestling respects you. 

: Well, that goes to show you how 
much people in the media know. If 
you're so sure | was appreciated 
and adored and respected, then 
explain something to me: The 
entire time | was wrestling with the 
fans behind me, | heard more 
people chanting “You suck!” at me 
than anything else. Is that how 
you let someone know that you 
appreciate them? Is it? 

: At the time, | thought the fans 
were chanting that at you out of 
respect. It’s weird, | know, but 





Despite a valiant effort against the then-Smackdown champ at WrestleMania XX, Kurt 
Angle couldn’t beat Eddie Guerrero. But if Angle couldn’t beat “Latino Heat” for the 
belt, as Smackdown GM, he was going to make sure someone did. That man was JBL. 


A: 


you even thought it was funny 
for a while. | take it that you 
don’t see it that way anymore. 


: Put yourself in my place! If you 


have 20,000 people chanting “You 
suck!” at you as you make your 
way to the ring, sooner or later, 
you're going to think that they 
don't like you or your talent, that 
they're playing you for a fool. 
Imagine going to Borders or 
Barnes and Noble for a magazine 
signing and getting told by every- 
one that you suck as a writer. Are 
you going to think, Wow, these 
people really like what | do? Are 
you going to laugh and thank 
them for saying that? 


: So is that why you dislike Eddie 


Guerrero so much—because 
fans have a genuine love for 
him? 
That ... that has nothing to do 
with it. 


Q: Most people think otherwise. 


A: 


Q: 


| don’t care what most people 
think, you sanctimonious son of ... 
I'm Kurt Angle! I’m the best wres- 
tler in the world. I've got a damn 
gold medal hanging around my 
neck that proves that. Who in the 
hell is Eddie Guerrero, other than 
some overrated carnival wrestler 
who got lucky enough to win the 
championship when | wasn't at my 
very best? 

Ask around, and | think that 
you'll find he’s one of the most 
respected wrestlers in the 
world. You know that. 


: Why? Because he suffered 


through a mediocre career in 
WCW, where he wasn’t able to 
even establish himself as the top 
guy? Because he turned his back 
on his contractual obligation to 
WCW to jump to WWE a few 
years ago? Because he has fami- 
ly members who think that they're 
legends in our sport? 
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Q: 


O >O 


Actually, | think he’s respected 
because he’s one of the most 
technically proficient wrestlers 
in history. There aren’t too 
many people—writers, wres- 
tlers, or otherwise—who would 
deny Guerrero that accolade. 


: Yeah, and that’s a bunch of bull. 


It's a bunch of hype that you writer 
types created in order to have a 
new hero to put on your magazine 
covers. You did such a good job 
of it that even some of the boys 
started to believe Guerrero’s hype. 
You guys pushed him onto all of 
us very well. 


: Sounds to me as if you’re jeal- 


ous. You’re jealous of Eddie 
and you’re jealous of John 
Cena, too. That’s why you 
stripped him of the U.S. title and 
why you’d rather see Booker T 
hold it, even when Booker said 
not too long ago that he didn’t 
even want to wrestle for Smack- 
down. 


: Jealous? No way. | have nothing 


to be jealous of—especially now 
that he doesn’t have the WWE 
[Smackdown] championship any- 
more. And as far as John Cena 
was concerned, | had to make an 
example of him. He showed me 
no respect, and if the wrestlers 
don’t respect the GM, you have 
problems. He was warned not to 
push me. He’s a punk who had to 
be put in his place. That's all. 


: Are you proud of all this? 
: Proud of what? 
: Of helping JBL rob Guerrero of 


the title? Of taking away Cena’s 
title for no good reason? 


: | did what | had to do. In my eyes, 


Guerrero isn’t a worthy champion 
and JBL is. In my role as general 
manager, | did what | could to 
ensure that the man who | thought 
was the best person to hold that 
title actually held it. It was a busi- 
ness decision. Now look at the 
crowds when Smackdown goes 
on tour—people are flocking to 
see JBL wrestle and hear what he 
has to say. They're starting to ap- 
preciate Booker T, too. 


: That’s all debatable. What 


about the rest of your run as 
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GM? Do you think it’ll be re- 
membered fondly? 


: I'll remember it fondly, but for you 


guys, you keepers of the sport’s 
history, | doubt it. I'd say that most 
of you have already forgotten it. 
When Mr. McMahon fired me, you 
guys were too busy celebrating to 


ee 


Angle really was hurt for a while when he was GM (above), but just how badly he was 
hurt and for how long is up for debate. His injuries didn’t stop him from antagonizing 
John Cena as often as possible (below). 


commit all that | accomplished to 
memory. 


: If you were doing such a good 


job, why would the company 
chairman remove you from 
your position and return you to 
the active roster? 


A: Because he knows that I’m 








— 
Se 





Smackdown’s best wrestler. He 
can hire other GMs, but there’s 
only one Kurt Angle. 

: Can you explain why he chased 
you around the ring while 
swinging your crutch at your 
head after he fired you? 

: Probably just to see whether | 
was limber enough to return to 
the ring full-time. He doesn’t 
want to ruin one of his most pre- 
cious commodities by forcing me 
to start wrestling again too quick- 
ly. In fact, he pulled me aside 
after it was over to let me know | 
had passed his own personal 
dexterity test. 

: | don’t believe that, but let’s 
move on. Now that you’re back 
wrestling, what do you think 
your odds of reclaiming the 


> O 


Angle figures to get plenty of additional chances to prove to Guerrero 
and everyone else that he is Smackdown’s top wrestler (below). And 
Mr. Cena can’t wait to get his hands on him again (right). 


championship are? 


: If | were a betting man, if my name 


were Pete Rose, I'd bet the house 
on it. There’s no way that I’m not 
going to win the championship. 
That scenario is inconceivable! 


: No matter who holds the title? 


Of course! What do you think | 
am, some kind of idiot who just got 
out of wrestling school? | don’t 
back away from anyone. | didn’t 
win an Olympic gold medal by 
being afraid, I'll tell you that. 


: So you'd be willing to wrestle 


The Undertaker for the champi- 
onship if you had to? 

Undertaker? | don’t know why you 
think I’ll eventually 
be wrestling The 
Undertaker for the 
title. Personally, | 


can't see JBL losing it—until | 
wrestle him for it, of course. 


: But let’s just throw it out there: 


What if "Taker winds up winning 
it? Can you beat him for it? 


: Have | beaten him before? Yes! 


Can | do it again? Yes! All that’s 
changed since the last time we 
wrestled is that he’s gotten older 
and I’ve gotten healthier. My ad- 
vantage over him would be more 
pronounced than ever before. 


: Well, Kurt, that’s all | have. 


Thanks again. Good luck re- 
claiming the championship. 


: Only losers need luck, Welsh. All | 


need is opportunity. C] 
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Section compiled by James Guttman 

VERYONE HAS THE right to earn a living. For some, the rewards of following 
EF their goals are numerous. They might get a big corner office or a huge signing 
bonus. The company could rely so deeply on them that their absence would 
leave a gaping hole. For people like that, there’s always a sense of accomplishment. 
It's a feeling of importance and a confidence boost in that they have proven their worth 
in their chosen field. 

This isn’t true for everyone, of course. For some, their place in their company could 
be all but meaningless. Perhaps they’ve never proven themselves capable. Maybe 
they don’t have the drive and desire to rise above their co-workers. Then again, it 
could be that they've never been given a legitimate chance to shine, or at least show 
what they can do. WWE has too many performers that fit into the latter scenario. For 
that reason, we have singled out 10 athletes that, if given the right buildup and oppor- 
tunity, could make money, both for themselves and WWE. 

The names that have been chosen are not those of substandard wrestlers. No, the 
men on our list bring many different talents and possibilities to the table. They all 
should have the opportunity to either prove themselves worthy of a big paycheck or fall 
flat on their faces. It's that opportunity that separates the superstars from the weekly 
punching bags. Without being offered the chance to prove himself or fail, a performer 
never has any way to show his worth. 

The bottom line here is that while WWE does its best to offer fans new characters 
and fresh faces, it often overlooks a number of wrestlers it already employs. You can 
call it the Paul London/Billy Kidman route (look at what they’ve done after being 
ignored for so long), but a Sunday Night Heat afterthought could very well step up and 
surprise us all under the right circumstances. Just because you aren't put in high-pro- 
file matches on the “A” shows doesn’t mean you don't have skills. It just means you 
haven't done anything to get noticed yet. The wrestlers on our list need to get noticed 
in order to advance up the ladder. That’s why we have come up with a plan for each of 
them. 

Whether it’s a wrestler like Chuck Palumbo, who has experienced highs and lows 
throughout a career, or one like Shannon Moore, who has experienced mostly lows 
and lows since signing with WWE, each person we have chosen is more than capable 
of carrying himself in the ring. The only thing all of them are missing is a purpose. On 
the following 10 pages, we offer our plans to rectify those problems. Let's hope WWE 
Creative and the athletes mentioned will follow the advice. It couldn't hurt to at least try. 
What do Mark Jindrak, the FBI, and Rosey have to lose? It's not like they’re doing 
much right now anyway. 
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lf Maven wants to get noticed, he needs to mock 
wrestlers that struggled for years to accomplish what he 
did in mere weeks on MTV. He should offer unsolicited 
ere hit advice to newcomers and promote himself as WWE's 
ame place alee he's been sland ing for years. golden child. It's a moniker he’s earned, and it’s better than 
Main stren gth: Tough Enough bragging rights. his current one—that of WWE's forgotten child. 
| capt red the title of male champion in 
te rag edition of WWE's MTV reality 
Fae outdid the competition and proved 
inset to be more than tough enough for the 
rf or world's largest wrestling promotion. 

Main weakness: Tough Enough’s lack 
of credibility. Having won a reality show that 
most critics came down hard on for creating 
stars that didn't have to pay dues, Maven had 
hurdles to overcome even before he made his 
in-ring debut. He hasn't done enough to prove 
his detractors wrong. He's solid in the ring, but 
he’s played that underdog role for too long. 

Analysis and solution: It has to be 
frustrating to be Maven. He has plenty of nat- 
ural ability and a good amount of charisma, 
plus he works hard to improve. However, that 
all seems to be a moot point for old school 
fans that feel he didn’t break into the business 
in the proper way. Rather than live out of his 
car and have grizzled veterans gouge his eyes 
out on the independent scene for years, 
Maven won a reality show. People approach 
him with apprehension, assuming that he must 
sport an overblown ego thanks to his MTV 
exposure. Surprisingly, he’s down to earth and 
unaffected by his fame, although maybe he 
shouldn't be. 

Unless your last name is Steamboat, it’s dif- 
ficult to reach an elite level without being arro- 
gant and self-important now and then. Es- 
sentially, around these parts, nice guys finish 
last. Maven has spent his time in WWE as one 
of the resident nice guys. Hence, he usually 
finishes last. Announcers still speak of him as 
if he’s a rookie, a kid with a lot of heart who's 
trying to keep pace with the real stars. Why? 
Because Maven has yet to show any of that 
ruthless aggression that Mr. McMahon looks 
for and that established wrestlers exhibit. 

Maven needs to play into his Tough 
Enough stigma. Rather than distance himself 
from the thought that he took a shortcut to the 
big leagues, why not let it go straight to his 
head for a change? If there’s any industry on 
the planet in which you should brag about your 








; é, ._ Maven is one of the more friendly and unassuming wrestlers on the WWE ros- 
achievements and rub other people's faces in ter. Fans like him, and he likes them. But it's getting him nowhere. He should 
them, it’s professional wrestling. try on an entirely new attitude for size. 
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MORDECAI 


Where he stands now: OVW. The powers-that-be 
in WWE realized that he wasn’t quite ready for prime time 
and sent him back for additional training. 

Main strength: Intriguing persona with potential. 
Mordecai has a mission unlike too many before him. Em- 
barking on a quest that he believes was handed to him 
from the heavens above gives him the opportunity to crush 
his opposition with a perceived blessing from the beyond. 

Main weakness: Lack of a following. Anyone vow- 
ing to do the work of his creator needs at least one person 
to believe in him. 

Analysis and solution: |f you went to a church 
each week and no one else ever 
came, would you feel secure 
about your place of worship and 
what it stood for? Probably not. 
The basic concept behind any 
deity, savior, or messiah is that 
people follow them. They worship 
their ideals and praise their spiritu- 
al superiority. A savior without fol- 
lowers is like a TV show taping 
without cameras. 

Mordecai came to WWE and 
promised to vanquish the promo- 
tion’s evildoers. Clad all in white, 
the creature from the heavens set 
his sights on those he felt were 
morally corrupt. He came in to get 
a job done and few cared. If con- 
verted into book form, the Gospel 
of Mordecai would be a page-and- 
a-half of nothing. 

If Mordy is really intent on tak- 
ing out WWE's spiritually bankrupt 
stars, he needs to assemble an 
army of supporters. With people 
behind him, preaching his position 
and applauding his power, the 
cross-carrying conqueror could do J 
some real damage. It’s not too 
hard to ignore a man who claims |e 
to be sent from the Almighty when [f 
he’s all by himself. When there’s a [ay 
cavalcade of zealots and prophets } 
to back up his claim, he’s harder to 
ignore. a 
Ultimately, Mordecai should } 
spend his time in OVW assem- | 


of course). Hand out some pamphlets and prepare for his 
next chance at WWE soul-cleansing. To drum up interest 
in this return, he should send someone to Smackdown 
shows with a sign warning that “the end is near.” After 
weeks of ambiguous statements by his prophet, he: could 
then return and do the damage that he vowed to carry out 
months ago. The public curiosity would be piqued and his 
mission could be looked upon more seriously. Having peo- 
ple behind him, bowing at his feet would also give Mor- 
decai the aura of a true religious leader, instead of just a 
guy in some white Spandex. 

Give the man his own followers and watch him win. Its 
the only thing that Mordecai needs to do to reach a level of 
respectability. Well, maybe he can get rid of that white 
goatee, too. He looks like a club-hopping Santa Claus. 





bling his congregation (in addition Mordecai in his current form still has the pobetitial to be a major player for Smackdown. 
to improving himself as a wrestler, When he returns from OVW, he ought to bring a few followers with him. 
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a 


he a 1e stands mow: Climbing up the ladder 
| Kenn the ane with each passing week. 


Sade geese es Ie 






zhi and ee rela what a redneck is. He also has the 

he charisma to pull it off and evoke the type of laughter that 
t non Jerry Springer guests elicit. 

‘> Main weakness: He's short. The cruiserweights 

might fall to him, but the big guys beat him like a WWF 
Wrestling Buddy. 

Analysis and solution: 
It's all been downhill since 
Nidia regained her sight. Jamie 
Noble once had it all. He had 
an inheritance. He had a blind 
girlfriend that couldn't see all 
the bad things he was doing. 
He had a number of victories. 
Yes, life as a Noble was good. 

Then things changed. Nidia 
suddenly had her vision again 
and wanted revenge. She 
shredded the mink coat that 
had been purchased with 
Jamie’s money and then 
jumped to Raw. Noble’s 
$800,000 inheritance was all 
but gone and the wins stopped 
coming as well. What he 
needs now is some cash to 
turn things around. For some 
reason, he wins more when 
there’s money in his bank 
account. But how can he do it? 
How can fill his pockets with 
bills once more? Well, there is 
one storefront on Smackdown 
that needs new ownership. 

Faarog is gone and John 
Bradshaw Layfield has traded 
in his beer money for stocks. 
With their departure from the 
Acolyte Protection Agency, 
WWE's performers have no 
one to pay off to do their dirty 
work. Before, they always 
had the option of tossing 
some greenbacks at the 
A.P.A. and seeing their prob- 
lems disappear. 
Bradshaw and Faaroq there needs to pad his wallet. 
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anymore, perhaps it could be the Hired Hand Jamie 
Noble that they go to see. 

Rather than taking out your problems with a one-on-one 
beatdown, Jamie could use some extreme measures. 
He’d hunt down your enemies and ram their car with his 
jeep. He’d hide out in their bushes and attack them with a 
baseball bat when they went to get the morning paper. 
He’d show up at their cousin’s wedding and release a pit 
bull into the reception hall. In essence, there would be 
nothing that Noble wouldn't do to make your problems go 
away. There’s nothing more dangerous than someone 
who needs money and has absolutely no boundaries on 
what he wouldn't do to earn it. 





Without If Jamie Noble thinks he has money problems, at least he’s not wearing the same shorts he was 
when he was 13, as Dawn Marie seems to be. Still, 


if Noble’s going to turn things around, he 


ROSEY 


Where he stands now: In a big pile of ... wait, his 
training is over and he’s now a full-fledged superhero for 
Raw, whatever that’s worth. 

Main strength: Power. As a member of Three 
Minute Warning, the big man was known for his brute 
strength and his girth. 

Main weakness: WWE Creative likes toilet humor. 
More importantly, so does Vince McMahon. He got sad- 
died with one of the stupidest gimmicks in recent WWE 
history, one with very little upside. By making him a super- 
hero in training, Creative created a naughty four-letter 
acronym. Lovely. 

Analysis and solution: Terry Taylor clucked like a 
rooster. Tony Atlas dressed as an African warrior. John 
Tenta put his hand on his head, painted big teeth on his 
face, and told everyone he was a shark. As silly as all 
those things seem, they pale in comparison to Rosey and 
his oh-so-subtle nickname. Under the tutelage of The 





It's nice of Rosey to continue to help his 
superheroic mentor, The Hurricane, when- 
ever the forces of evil conspire against 
him. It'd be more interesting to see him turn 
supervillain! 





Hurricane, Rosey embarked on an apprenticeship. 
Studying under a superhero naturally made him a super- 
hero in training. It was spelled out in_initials-at-everyturn 
and did just as much damage to the former Three Minute 
Warning member's credibility as his orange underwear 
and towel/cape. 

You'd think that someone who studied under such a 
great and noble defender of all that is righteous could rise 
to become something other than a joke that might have 
been too lowbrow for someone in sixth grade. But after 
about a year of training, Rosey is finally flying side-by-side 
with his caped commander. And it’s still not getting him 
anywhere. All that hard (and silly) work for precious little 
reward. It has to eat away at his insides. There’s only one 
chance for redemption. 

It's a classic path that young Roosevelt must followin 
order to reach his goal of WWE stardom. Spending the 
amount of time that he has with the heroic Hurricane, 
Rosey has amassed an amazing amount of knowledge on 
his partner. He Knows Helms’ weaknesses. He knows 
what could bring about his downfall. Realizing that he will 
never be viewed as 
WWE's top superhero, 
Rosey must do the only 
thing to save both himself 
and The Hurricane. He 
must become the WWE's 
top supervillain. 

Think about it. You 
shouldn't have two su- 
perheroes without one 
supervillain. As long as 
Gregory Helms is flying 
high, Rosey will never be 
recognized as anything 
more than a joke. If the 
little green crime fighter is 
already super, why do we 
need another? 

The Hurricane needs 
a menacing force with 
the same comic book feel 
that he has. Rosey needs 
to have a specific goal in 
WWE. There’s only one 
way to do it. Give Rosey 
a makeover, new name 
and all. Make the mon- 
ster an antagonist of the 
highest order and call on 
Helms to save the day 
against him. Whatsup- 
widdat?! Raw'’s ratings, 
perhaps. 
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MARK JINDRAK 


Where he stands now: He's dressing up like the 
“Narcissist” version of Lex Luger for Halloween, only 
instead of just doing it only on October 31, he does it sev- 
eral times per week. 

Main strength: That look. He has the aura of a star 
about him, but that won't mean much unless he actually 
becomes one. 

Main weakness: Stagnation. We know as much 
about Mark Jindrak today as we knew when he was a 
member of The Natural Born Thrillas in WCW at the turn of 
the century. 

Analysis and solution: |n wrestling, some per- 
formers cannot reach a high level without having someone 
to correct their errors and steer them in the right direction. 
For Randy Orton, the guidance came from men Ric Flair 
and Triple-H. Look at him today. For Mark Jindrak, the 
guidance doesn’t exist. Now look at him. His missteps go 
unrecognized and his opportunities dwindle. 

Since debuting with The Natural Born Thrillas, Jindrak 
has only excelled when placed with a partner or mentor. 
Whether doing the bidding of Kevin Nash or standing 
alongside Garrison Cade, 
Jindrak seemed to show 
extra fire and to thrive when 
there was someone counting 
on him and pushing him. 
Theodore Long managed 
him for only a few months 
before taking the Smack- 
down GM job. When left to 
his own devices, though, 
Jindrak tends to fall apart. 

Although he’s years re- 
moved from his rookie year, 
Jindrak still makes a lot of 
easily correctable rookie mis- 
takes. He needs an estab- 
lished competitor to step up 
and show him the right direc- 
tion. Given his all-American 
look, he has someone on the 
roster that would click with 
him easily. Jindrak’s hero 
should be the man who calls 
himself your Olympic hero. 
That's right, Mark Jindrak’s 
mentor should be Kurt Angle. 

Angle has proven himself 
capable of taking unproven 
stars and helping them shine. 
He’s done it with Shelton 





Mark Jindrak is a big, pow- 
erful man whose potential 
we've been discussing for 
more than four years now. 
One man who might be 
able to tap into a lot of that 
potential is Kurt Angle. 
Could a young wrestler 
ask for a better mentor? 
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Benjamin, Charlie Haas, and Luther Reigns. Angle ought 
to be able to do wonders with someone like Jindrak, who 
has the size (6’5", 253) that WWE has always found 
appealing and easy to promote. He also has better mat 
skills than Luther. With a superstar like Angle singing his 
praises, Jindrak could advance more quickly than he ever 
dreamed possible. All it would take is an Olympic gold 
medalist giving him some positive reinforcement and a 
good word with matchmakers. 

Kurt Angle needs Mark Jindrak almost as much as 
Jindrak needs Angle. By grooming a younger performer in 
his image, Kurt could add to his legacy. Every victory for 
Jindrak could be attributed to the principles Angle taught 
him. The Olympian would find fans respecting not only his 
athletic ability, but his teaching skills as well. He’d recruit 
another voice to preach his three “l’s.”. In return, Jindrak 
would have a strong mentor that could assist him in con- 
necting with fans and keep him focused and motivated. 

lf Jindrak could just get to Angle and convince him that 
a partnership would be beneficial to both of them, he’d be 
good to go. Sounds like it could be difficult, but a year ago, 
he was strongly considered for a spot in Evolution, so obvi- 
ously some important people have already seen a lot of 
potential in him. Angle might just leap at the opportunity. 





VAL VENIS 


Where he stands now: No one knows. Most have 
forgotten that he still works for WWE. 

Main strength: History. Having been around for the 
big boom of the late-1990s, fans know the Big Valbowski 
pretty well. 

Main weakness: Typecast. No matter what he’s 
tried, Val is known more for his porn persona than for his 
wrestling ability. 

Analysis and solution: Val Venis has been with 
WWE forever. He’s gone through feuds with everyone, 
from the Original Kaientai to Ken Shamrock. He’s chal- 
lenged for every championship, made every innuendo he 
can, and gone from bad guy to good guy and back again 
several times. Yup, when it comes to a history with 
WWE, you can’t keep the Big Valbowski from rising to 
the occasion. 

That's the problem. For years, Val Venis has been Val 
Venis. He’s gone through a few persona modifications 
since his debut. We've seen his Right to Censor phase. 








We've watched his no-gimmick-needed stint. We even wit- 
nessed his run as Raw Chief Morley. Yet, after all is said 
and done, he comes back to what brought him.to the 
dance. When we first met him, he was a former porn star. 
Now, nearly eight years later, he’s still a porn star. He can't 
shake it. When fans think of Val Venis, they think of the 
familiar “Hello Ladies” and the stolen hotel room towel. He 
hasn't really accomplished much in that time frame, fioun- 
dering around the mid-card ranks. In many ways, he’s fall- 
en short of his goals. 

That could be the answer. What Val Venis needs todo 
is embrace his runner-up status. To truly get under the 
fans’ collective skins, Venis could dub himself “The 
Legend.” With fanfare and spectacle every time he came 
to the ring, Val could walk to the ramp to a parade of trum- 
peters and stand with pride while glitter showered from 
above. The most important aspect of Venis’ new persona 
is to have a selective memory. Recounting his history in 
WWE, without taking the time to fully explain the story, 
could be the key to his ascension. 

Fans boo a legendary performer that brags of his 
accomplishments. It’s a mixture of jealousy and outrage 
over such a pompous 
attitude from a wres- 
tling villain. However, in 
the end they know that 
what he’s saying is 
true. With Venis, the 
deal could be slightly 
different. By claiming to 
have done things in the 
company that he never 
did, Val would enrage 
fans. He would be 
someone bragging 
about his legendary 
achievements without 
having actually 
achieved them. There 
wouldn’t be a more 
unlikable fellow on the 
block. Fan favorites 
would line up to take 
the delusional legend 
down a peg or two. 
Wrestling enthusiasts 
would pay money to 
watch it happen. Voila 
... the New Valbowski. 

Of course, he can 
always just keep work- 
ing on dirty puns and 
stealing towels. The 
choice is ultimately his. 


Venis staggers Rhyno, 
which is not as easy 
tslisle ms Cole (ome -l0l@elll am c-| 
has done so much 
more. He'll tell ya. 
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-ITALIANS 


Where they stand now: Johnny Stamboli and 
Nunzio don't really stand anywhere. They're usually laying 
__ flat on their backs at the end of Velocity matches. 

Main strength: Diversity. With a strong, muscular 
enforcer like Johnny Stamboli and a quick cruiserweight 
like Nunzio, the duo have the chance to pounce with a var- 
ied, unpredictable attack. 

Main weakness: Gimmick confusion. Very few 
“made men” let someone get away with kicking their butt 
once ... much less weekly. 

Analysis and solution: The FBI and The Dudley 
Boyz have a lot in common. Both began their stints in 
ECW (their first major exposure) with tongue-in-cheek rea- 
sons for their existence. The Dudleys were all sons of a 
traveling salesman who had a knack for impregnating 








women. Each had his own ethnicity and idiosyncrasy, 
depending on who his mother was. The Full-Blooded 
Italians were a group of wrestlers claiming to be 100 per- 
cent Italian even though it was evident that most (see 
Tommy Rich, Tracey Smothers, and J.T. Smith) weren't. 
While Buh Buh Ray and D-Von were able to leave their 
gimmick behind and transition to a lucrative WWE career 
thanks to some tables, Nunzio, the only member of ECW’s 
FBI to make the jump, was not. 

Don't forget that Nunzio, the FBI leader, entered WWE 
as the cousin of Jamie Noble. Once that got old—and it 
got old quickly—he rebuilt his FBI stable on Smackdown 
with Johnny “The Bull” Stamboli and Chuck Palumbo, who 
has since been dealt to Raw. In this case, Nunzio and 
Stamboli are both legitimately Italian. There’s nothing 
tongue-in-cheek about that. They stand firm as the WWE's 
answer to organized crime. The only glaring difference 
between them and the real Mafia is that real world gang- 
sters don’t get beat up constantly without extracting some 
sort of revenge eventually. 

Nunzio and Stamboli need to 
embrace their image and follow 
the way of life that they’ve set 
out. The ideal plan for the duo 
would be to forgo battles against 
larger opponents and set their 
sights on conquering the cruiser- 
weights. Nunzio has all the tools 
needed to capture the champi- 
onship, and Stamboli has the 
size to act as an enforcer against 
the smallish athletes in the divi- 
sion. As a pair wrestling monster 
grapplers, they stand little 
chance. As a singles star wres- 
tling other cruiserweights with 
Johnny acting as his bodyguard, 
Nunzio could climb to the top of 
the cruiserweight hill faster than 
he had ever imagined. 

In the end, it’s a matter of 
common sense. If you're 5’4" 
and your buddy is 6'6”, why 
team up with him to take on men 
that stand nearly seven feet tall? 
You might as well go after other 
people your size and let your 
large friend toss them a beating 
when the referee isn’t looking. 
It's how someone who's really 
connected would get the job 
done. The FBI's current direction 


Nunzio and Johnny Stamboli seem to be stumbling around with no direction whatsoever . 
these days. The FBI personae need not go, but how about they make a stronger effort to get is enough to give Tony Soprano 


Nunzio the cruiserweight gold? 
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an anxiety attack. Fuhgettaboutit. 


SHANNON MOORE 


Where he stands now: Depositing paychecks. 
That’s about it. 

Main strength: Teeny bopper look. Sporting the 
outward appearance of a member of Hanson, Moore has 
the ability to appeal to the young female demographic. 

Main weakness: See strengths. 

Analysis and solution: Shannon Moore has had 
many ups and downs in wrestling, but mostly downs. He’s 
danced on cardboard circles in 
Three Count, followed the ways 
of Matt Hardy’s Mattitude, and 
been defeated by most of the 
company on Velocity. Unable to 
catch a break, Mr. Moore finds 
himself stuck on the undercard 
without any hope of rising above. 
It's enough to drive a man crazy. 

That might actually be the 
key to his success. In profes- 
sional wrestling, monsters have 
long cornered the market on 
insanity. Whether it be Kane, 
Kamala, Norman the Lunatic, or 
the Berzerker, it seems that the 
bigger you are, the crazier 
you're allowed to be. While it 
might be frightening to see a 
seven foot demon with a severe 
case of dementia, it’s not the 
scariest possible scenario for 
opponents. Sometimes it’s a 
nutcase without the look of the 
boogey man that can make 
other wrestlers tremble in their 
boots. There’s just something 
creepy about seeing such a nor- 
mal looking person going nuts. 
Moore doesn’t look like the 
boogey man, but that would 
make it mean much more on the 
day he decides to finally snap. 

In life, not all evil and dement- 
ed people are seven feet tall. In * 
fact, while a huge, menacing 
beast who can do anything at 
anytime is intimidating, there’s something even scarier 
about a small, baby faced guy sporting the same issues. 
By going against the grain of his appearance, Shannon 
could be something of an enigma in the wrestling industry. 
Just imagine a guy with the Ricky Morton acting like 
Abdullah the Butcher. Picture the image of Shannon 


Moore, with his bouncy blonde hair and teenage face, 
carving up Maven with a fork. Sick, right? 

WWE?’s hardcore ranks have begun to dwindle as fans 
embrace the art of wrestling once again. That doesn't 
mean that there’s no room for a violent psychopath com- 
plete with his own arsenal of weapons. In fact, every pro- 
motion needs a few of them. It adds to the show’s diversi- 
ty. Right now the field is wide open and all that Moore 
needs to do is step up and allow his losing streak to push 
him over the edge in order to claim his niche. He has a 
reason, now all we need is action. 





Shannon Moore is a skilled athlete, but he can’t seem to make a mark with his natural ability 
alone. Now, put a fork his hand ... 


lf Shannon Moore’s losses continue to mount, he only 
has two options. He can either lose each week and even- 
tually find himself released from the company via Internet 
report or he can lose his mind and carve out his mark. 
Let's hope he chooses the latter. If not, Moore will continue 
to do less. 
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CC 
those that favor a respectable life have to be “dorks.” 


- ORLANE DO JORDAN Jordan could be a no-nonsense type of leader, too. He 


Sn Ss A Tea, could come down on any villains attempting to cause harm: 
eS Where he stands now: He's the founder and pres- with furious rage and aggression. Essentially, those that 
ge ‘ident of the JBL fan club. truly deserve to be taught a lesson would be. 

Main strengths: Quick and powerful. Orlando has —- Maybe at the same time he could distance himself from 


the larger-than-life look, but also the ability to utilize a high- just being associated with ethnicity. Most times when an 
flying or ground-based attack. This, along with his debut African-American wrestler preaches a powerful message, 
win over John Cena some time back, can be enough to _ it’s a black power message. Jordan’s race wouldn't even 
excite fans about his matches. be a factor. 

Main weakness: He was all but forgotten on televi- Or he could go by his initials “O.J.” People would proba- 
sion before he upset Rene Dupree and rescued JBL from _ bly react to that, too. 

The Undertaker at the same 
Smackdown taping in August. He [iS e spear ery set ts 
needs to change his look a bit. BRRATENC Bae. cen -) mee ye 
Right now, he looks too much like oF eT ee rab cree 
Billy Blanks, the Tae Bo guy. Gctendai asda cantata 
Analysis and solution: toric 
Have you noticed that in recent HRA 

years, we don't have any more 
truly moral and upstanding heroes 
in wrestling? We either have anti- 
heroes, fan favorites that don’t 
subscribe to the classic theories, 
or sarcastic heroes that are meant 
to be booed rather than cheered. 
There aren't too many guys that 
have been preaching a strong 
moral character lately without 
doing so to entice your jeers. All 
that could change fairly easily. It 
could not only break the mold and 
go back to a classic wrestling per- 
sona, but it could shatter some 
other barriers, too. 

Let's hope this talented young | 
man doesn't portray the 2004 ver- [gn 
sion of Virgil to JBL’s Ted DiBiase 
for long. Virgil didn’t go far after 
the inevitable split, and we don't 
think Jordan will benefit in the long 
run from an alliance with JBL. 

Orlando Jordan could be one 
of the first stars in years to go on 
television and tell children and 
teens to be of strong character. 
He could preach a positive mes- 
sage, visiting high schools and Be 
underprivileged youths. Orlando 
could be a strong proponent of liv- 
ing a good life, serving as an & 
inspiration both in and out of the & 
ring. It would be nice for WWE to 
show its supporters that not all 
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In the dark recesses of his mind, Chuck Palumbo probably thinks he could still be a 
huge singles star for WWE. He ought to realize his chances of becoming a steady, 
dependable tag specialist are far better. 


CHUCK PALUMBO 


Where he stands now: Hey, remember Chuck 
Palumbo? He was traded from Smackdown to Raw 
after the draft lottery. How could you forget? 

Main strength: |t has to be his size. Palumbo is a 
big guy (6’5", 256) who towers over many of WWE's 
top talent. Too bad he’s rarely in the ring with any of 
WWE's top talent. He’s also had an impressive run in 
the tag divisions of both WWE and WCW. 

Main weakness: Bland, bland, bland! The only 
time we ever got to know Chuck Palumbo as a charac- 
ter was when he was supposedly in love with Billy 
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utel) nothi g about 


Chuck Palumbo other th 1a 


just not meant to be. ae 
argue, and fight, but eventually ou 
have to accept it. The weekend is onl 
two days long. Gasoline isn't free. le 
cream is fattening. And Chuck Pal um-— 
bo is a tag team wrestler. It’s just the 
m Way itis. 

Chuck Palumbo has tried to fight 
the concept on and off for years. Who 
can blame him? There’s more money 
and glory in singles wrestling. But 
since his days as a Natural Born 
Thrilla in WCW, Palumbo has found 
his greatest success in tag teams. 
Whether teaming with Sean O’Haire, 
Billy Gunn, Shawn Stasiak, or the 
FBI, he has found success in some 
dose. He’s either been a champion or, 
in the least, featured prominently on 
television. 

At this stage of his career, Chuck 
Palumbo is meant to be a tag wrestler, 
and that might never change. He 
works well with partners and finds 
ways to mesh his own personality with 
theirs, forming tight and easily distin- 
guishable units. He should know that 
there’s nothing wrong with being a tag 
team specialist for most of your 
career. He can just ask his ex-fiance, 
Billy G. lf he’s not down with that, Billy 
probably has two words for him. 

Rather than spend so much time trying to be some- 
thing he’s not, Palumbo needs to find some other for- 
gotten children of WWE and put together a tag team. 
There’s a ton of guys from which to choose, including 
Garrison Cade, A-Train, and Maven, just to name a 
few of his fellow Raw stars. Whom he picks doesn’t 
matter. The best thing about Palumbo is that, if given 
the chance, he could make a partnership work with just 
about anyone. And if he thinks forming a team with one 
of those guys will keep him buried on Sunday Night 
Heat and not earn him many appearances on Raw, he 
should remember how we all laughed at the prospects 
of Billy Gunn and Road Dogg succeeding as a team 
seven years ago. 
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Chris Benoit urged Randy Orton to “be a man” by shaking Benoit’s hand after beating him 
for the Raw title. He did it. It was an encouraging first step for the third-generation star. 





By Harry Burkett 


HRIS BENOIT STUCK out his hand, demanding that Randy Orton accept 

the gesture of sportsmanship, and return it in kind. Orton didn’t seem to 

know what to do. As a member of Evolution, Orton didn’t think he should 

show any sign of compassion toward anyone. Yet, as a third-generation wres- 

tler, Orton thought he ought to accept Benoit’s handshake as a sign of respect 
for the former champion and for the business. He wondered what to do ... 

The staredown con- 


Randy Orton made history at SummerSlam, tinued for a few more 
becoming the youngest WWE world championof seconds. ‘Be a man” 


all-time. But with the Raw brand restingonhis 702) crt Oren hes 
shoulders, does he have the guts to go beyond thatP gan to boo. 
“Come on, be a 
man!” shouted Benoit. Evolution be damned, image be damned, Orton clasped 
Benoit’s hand in a show of genuine respect. 

That simple act opened the emotional floodgates, as Orton’s chin began to quiver 
and tears welled up in his eyes. He thoughtfully draped the WWE Raw title belt 
across his shoulder as the 17,000-plus fans at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto, 
Ontario, gave him a huge ovation. There was no holding back the tears of joy. 
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Beyond Evolution 





It probably ate at the insides of Triple-H to see 
Orton not only beat Benoit, but do so cleanly. 
It was something he was unable to do. 
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Apparently it took a horrific beating at the hands of his former 
teammates to get Orton to realize that he has the skills to go it 
alone—without backup. He always has. 


The realization set in: Randy Orton, at only 24 years of 
age, had beaten Brock Lesnar’s record to become the 
youngest world champion in WWE history. And it had hap- 
pened at SummerSlam, regarded as WWE's second-most 
important pay-per-view of the year. 

Orton had gone through a hellacious match to earn that 
honor. He endured the camel clutch, the crossface, and 
five consecutive German suplexes. Orton’s primary task 
was to survive Benoit’s onslaught and wait for an opening, 
just as he had done with Mick Foley, Chris Jericho, Rob 
Van Dam, and countless other opponents. He waited for 
the perfect moment to unleash the RKO. And when is the 
right time? When it’s completely unexpected. It came at 
the 20-minute mark, after Benoit had weakened Orton with 


He doesnt have to take The Rock's path to greatness ... Nor does 
he have to be an anti-hero like Steve Austin. That doesn't mean 
Orton always has to be kind to cute kids, fuzzy little animals, or 

Eugene. He can be the prototype of a new type of fan favorite: 
athletic, good-looking, maybe a little cocky, but always classy. 
He should be less like Triple-H and more like Chris Benoit. 
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the crossface. Orton reached the ropes and the referee 
ordered a simple break. With Benoit distracted, Orton 
came out of nowhere with the RKO. Three seconds later, 
Orton had accomplished the unthinkable: He had pinned 
Benoit cleanly for the title. 

That's why Benoit accepted the defeat like a man 
... and demanded that Orton “be a man,” too. And, of 
course, that led to Orton’s emotional wellspring. 

“You have to be tough to succeed in this business,” 
said the new champion after the match. “I’ve been 
tough, tough to the core. But when you finally reach the 
goal you've been striving for, not only your whole career, 
but your whole life, it touches you down to your soul. 
Every wrestler gets this thick armor, but deep down, we 
all want to be the best at what we do. Here at Sum- 
merSlam, I’ve accomplished that.” 

But the other members of Evolution don't believe in the 
concept of the sensitive male. Privately, Triple-H, Ric 
Flair, and Batista plotted to rob Orton of his glory. Their 
revenge occurred the following night on Raw, when Orton 
defended the Raw title against Benoit in an immediate re- 
match. Despite the mutual respect displayed at the end of 
their SummerSlam match, Orton was as cocky as ever, 
and he and Benoit hammered each other like perennial 
rivals. Not surprisingly, Orton was apprehensive about 
defending against Benoit 
so soon, but Triple-H 
calmed the new champi- 
on with an ominous mes- 
sage. Before the match, 
he told Orton, “Evolution 
will be your solution.” 

That seemed to be the 
case when, late in the 
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The long stint with Evolution served its purpose for Orton (above left). He doesn’t need Triple- 
H to lead him by the hand anymore (above right). In fact, it looks to us like “The Game” feels 


very threatened by his former protege. 


match, Helmsley, Flair, and Batista arrived at ringside and 
helped Orton beat Benoit. So much for the sportsmanship 
displayed the night before. 

Helmsley and Flair hugged Orton, and Batista heaved 
the young champ upon his broad shoulders to continue 
Evolution’s celebration. As Orton savored the moment, a 
beaming Triple-H gave him a big thumbs up. But then ... 
slowly ... Triple-H turned his thumbs up into a deadly 
thumbs down. 

Judging by his look of disbelief, Orton 
Knew he was in major trouble. Batista 
dropped Orton backward on to the canvas. 
Flair and Batista held Orton as Triple-H 
Slapped him and bashed him with the title 
belt. With Orton bleeding profusely, Triple- 
H punched him in the head, causing the 
crimson fluid to flow even more. Batista 
planted him with a power bomb. Triple-H 
punctuated the betrayal with a pedigree. 

Orton was made, paid, and laid out in 
the middle of the ring. But as painful as 
the beating was, was Evolution doing 
him a favor? 

“| warned Randy not to get too caught 
up with Evolution, especially that no-good 
skunk Ric Flair,” said Bob Orton Jr., ¥ 
Randy’s father. “I’m all for getting together 





he stays in Evolution to stay in 
Triple-H’s graces and keep his 
spot in the company. Batista, 
well, he’s in it for the ride. 

“It was only a matter of time 
before those guys turned on my 
son. Let's face it: He has more 
talent, more potential, and bet- 
ter looks than any of those 
guys. My boy is a winner, and 
none of them can stand it. At 
least now he can show them all 
what he can do on his own.” 

So what should Orton do 
now? Obviously, he’s headed 
Straight for a feud with Triple-H. 
And, based on Triple-H’s “Hell 
In A Cell” record, and Orton's 
violent battles with Mick Foley, 
a war between Helmsley and 
Orton—with the Raw title at 
stake—should be among the 
bloodiest in WWE history. 

“Orton will pay for that cham- 
pionship with his blood,” fumed 
Triple-H after the August 16 
edition of Raw. “What you saw 
here tonight is only the beginning. Chris Benoit told 
Randy to act like a man, but, you Know what, he was 
just actin’ like a coward to me. Randy, you haven't sud- 
denly become a man, you’ve become a sellout. And 
you've become my target!” 

Orton can satisfy himself with vengeance against 
Triple-H and keeping the title ... or he can embark on the 
next bold chapter of his career. That means being a wor- 
thy Raw champion and standing up against Triple-H, Eric 
Bischoff, and the corrupt power 
structure. He doesn’t have to 
take The Rock’s path to great- 
ness, which, in retrospect, was 
full of self-serving heel turns. 
Nor does he have to be an an- 
ti-hero like Steve Austin. That 
doesn’t mean Orton always 
has to be kind to cute kids, fuz- 
zy little animals, or Eugene. He 
can be the prototype of a new 
type of fan favorite: athletic, 
good-looking, maybe a little 
cocky, but always classy. He 
should be less like Triple-H 
and more like Chris Benoit. 

Put simply, Orton should be 
a man. He was a man against 


and working together for a common goal, 
but Evolution didn’t accomplish things for 
the good of the team. It was all for the 
good of Triple-H. Ric Flair knows that, and 


Losing the Intercontinental title to Edge after a 
fantastic seven-month reign turned out to be a 
blessing for Orton. Getting violently booted from 
Evolution could be as well, provided he takes the 
right approach from here on. 


Benoit at SummerSlam. He’s 
standing firm as a man against 
Evolution. Let’s see if he’s man 
enough to stay that way. CO 
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Rey Misterio Jr. probably has enough 
special talent packed into his smallish 
frame to make a strong run at the WWE 
Smackdown title. But it feels too good for 
him to stay at home in his own division 
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Think any Smackdown fans will complain about Rey 
Misterio Jr. not wrestling heavyweights too often if it 
means they get more electrifying exchanges between him 
and Kidman? 





By Jason Langin 


VERHEARD AT A Smackdown taping this summer, 
immediately following a match between Rey Misterio Jr. 
and D-Von Dudley. 

“That was some match,” one fan said. “Misterio is still 
awesome.” 

“He is awesome,” said his companion. “That match just 
didn't do it for me, though.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“Seeing him wrestle big guys is a waste. He can only do so 
much against them. Sure he won, but big deal. He’s not going 
to win the title, so why bother wrestling them?” 

lf you're a fan of Misterio, you might have been part of a 
similar conversation. Misterio, listed at 5'3”, 163 pounds, is 
wrestling’s version of Spider-Man. He can do things in the ring 
that make people, including his opponents, shake their heads 
in disbelief. His vast arsenal of high-risk moves is a big reason 
why he now has an unprecedented eight WCW/WWE cruiser- 
weight title reigns to his credit. And why he'll probably make it 
nine or 10 by next year’s WrestleMania. 

But it begs the question of why he still hasn’t made a much- 
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talked about run at a heavyweight title. 

Asked about it after scoring an impressive win over 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. this summer, Misterio pointed to his 
knees. “You can’t mess around with these too much. I've 
had problems with these, and | think some of it has to do 
with wrestling the heavyweights. | have to change the way 
| wrestle when | do that. It kinda catches up with my 
knees—and a lot of other parts of my body. | take different 
kinds of risks against bigger guys. It takes a lot out of me.” 

He certainly has had his share of success against larger 
opponents. In 2004 alone, Misterio has done well against 
Chuck Palumbo, Mordecai, and the massive Big Show. 

Long-time fans will remember one of Rey’s defining 
moments when, a night after losing his mask in a tag team 
bout in WCW in the winter of 1999, he pinned 7’, 350- 
pound Kevin Nash on Nitro. 

What they might not recall so vividly is that he got ham- 
mered by Nash before rallying for such an improbable win. 
He also took a pounding from Nash and Scott Hall on the 
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Trying to find a way to bring down D-Von Dudley 
(above) or the best holds to use to keep Buh Buh 
Ray off-balance (left) are challenges Misterio still 
relishes, albeit just occasionally. 


night he lost the mask. A lot of lesser men, 
even some nine, 10 inches taller and 100 
pounds heavier than Misterio, wouldn't have put 
up the kind of fight he did before losing the 
mask and wouldn't have fought back so hard to 
pin Nash the next night. Misterio, however, has 
SO much heart and such a high threshold for 
pain that it’s hard for him to ever give in. 

“That was a big moment for me,” Misterio 
remembered. “But | gotta admit | was really 
spent after beating Nash that night. You get 
worn down wrestling guys that much bigger 
than you are if you do it too much. There’s no 
way around that.” 

Don't read Misterio’s decision to stick mostly 
to wrestling his fellow cruiserweights (keep in 
mind that most of them outweigh him, too!) as complacen- 
cy or laziness. Look at it as a smart choice made by a 
wrestler who has been around for 13 years and been 
through enough wars to realize what his body can and 
cannot take. 

“Misterio has added a pretty good amount of muscle to 
his body since | first saw him show up in ECW in the mid- 
'90s,” said Smackdown’s top color commentator, Tazz. “I 
think it was the right move. He's still real fast and he can 
still fly, but you gotta be strong physically to survive here in 
WWE. And the more he gets in there with guys like JBL 
and Big Show and Luther Reigns, even if he has bulked 
up, the more likely he is to get hurt. Its happened to him 
before.” 

Football fans might want to compare Misterio to a quick, 
smallish running back who has the speed and talent to 
play every down on offense, but whose size prevents him 
from playing too much. Philadelphia Eagles speedster 
Brian Westbrook, for example, was one of the hottest run- 


Although he is al- 
ways going to the 
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ning backs in the NFL for much of the 2003 season. 
Defenses struggled to stop him week after week, prompt- 
ing fans to call for him to play more than on just select 
plays that made optimum use of his speed and elusive- 
ness. Westbrook, generously listed at 5'10”, 205 pounds, 
eventually saw his role increased, but injuries caught up to 
him as he smashed into more and more 330-pound line- 
men. He tore his triceps late in the regular season and was 
unavailable for the playoffs. Had he remained healthy and 
used more sparingly, the Eagles might have reached the 
Super Bowl. 

Misterio, of course, can’t save 
himself for WrestleMania every 
year. He’s expected to wrestle a 
full schedule of house shows in 
addition to appearing on pay-per- 
viewS and competing on & 
Smackdown virtually every week. Hi 
But, like a Brian Westbrook in foot- 
ball, he can limit the number of 
times he gets crushed by 330- 
pounders. 

Misterio’s spirit tells him he can 
take all the punishment JBL can | 
dish out and still come back to 
beat him. His head tells him there’s 
a heavy price to be paid for such 
heroics, even if he does pull off the 
upset. He wants to wrestle for as 
long as he can, but he won't last 
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long if his body keeps getting broken. 

“| guess it’s kind of like a diet,” he theorized. “I try to stay 
on a Strict diet of cruiserweights, but I'll ‘cheat’ with a 
heavyweight every once in a while to see what happens.” 

So don’t count Rey-Rey out completely from the heavy- 
weight championship picture. With “smaller” champions 
such as Chris Benoit and Eddie Guerrero thriving in 2004, 
Misterio might be willing to put his good health on the line 
to try to pull off the ultimate upset under the right circum- 
stances. But if this chance never comes again, he won't 
struggle to fall asleep at night. 

“| wouldn't turn down the opportunity,” Rey said with a 
laugh. “But | don’t need it. | think I’ve proven myself 
enough times already. | feel great physically, better than | 
have in probably a few years at least, and as long as | stick 
to what | do best, | think I'll Keep feeling real good. If | don’t 
feel good, | won't beat anybody.” CL] 





Ultimo Dragon finds his shoulders pinned squarely to the canvas courtesy of Misterio. Rey 
could still could sneak into the Smackdown title picture someday. He doesn’t obsess over 
it, though. He’s enjoying feeling good. 
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So what if Vince Rus- 
so works for TNA now. 
He enjoys a good preg- 
nancy swetve as much 
as the next guy. 







Maybe brother Jeff.has a dirty little secret about him and Lita that.he 
hasn't whispered into his brother's ear just yet ... 


“eS ae ’ 
That's why we're here: to show you exactly how . LS 
preposterous WWE Creative actually. got when con- 
cocting this chaos. Those guys could have gone in 
so many more realistic directions! After all, we’re 
talking about Kane! The guy who wore a mask.on 
his face for nearly his entire life! The man-beast 
who hardly ever experienced, uh, romance and who 
has been burned. by every woman in whom he’s 
ever been interested. The last thing Kane wants in 
his lifeis Lita, and the last-thing he needs in his life 
is a love child getting in the way of his career. Can 
you imagine Kane with a son or a daughter? He'd 
have to completely change his outlook. He’d have 
to become respectable, decent, kind, and generous. 
He'd have to coach Lita through her Lamaze class- 
es, pay child support, and, in a few years, show up 
fe) ai ef-1¢-1a) oa (cr-Lelat-lmerelal (clg-la terse 
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In other words, hed have to become a parental 
ge} (-Matele(-1p 

Kane doesn’t need the kind of responsibility that 
having a child necessitates, which is why we wonder 
if he actually ever got near Lita. We think (and these 
are our sick and twisted minds doing the thinking, 
mind you) that there are at least a few contenders who 
might be revealed as the true father of Lita’s baby. 
WWE might introduce all of these people into the mix 
or. it might leave it as is, but from now on, keep in 
mind that WWE could have—and maybe even should 
have—used these people to make the Kane-Lita-Matt 
Hardy love triangle just a little more complicated 
and—*cough, cough*—tealistic. 

JEFP HARDY. Okay, ol Jeff is a no-brainer. He’s 
been gone from WWE for a good long time, so his 
return would garner a huge pop; he was always flirta- 
tious with-Lita and has had tons of spare time to visit 
her while she was touring with WWE. To top that off, 
Jeff has probably built up some jealous resentment of 
his brother, Matt, while watching him wrestle for WWE 
for the past 18 months. There’s only one flaw in our 
grand scheme: Hardy is now signed with TNA, which 
means that WWE can’t just bring him in on a whim. 
But even so; he’s still more likely to have fathered 
Lita’s baby than Kane! 

VINCE RUSE. Yes, we know that Vince Russo is 
attached to TNA, but that doesn’t mean that he didn't 
go into business for himself with this storyline. Re- 
member, it wasn’t that long ago that Stacy Keibler was 
pregnant in WCW while she was with young David 
Flair, but there were all kinds of rumors as to who the 


father actually was. Even Ric Flair, David's father, was 
under Suspicion. Before the storyline came to an 
abrupt end, though, it sure did appear as if Russo was 
booking himself to be the baby’s daddy—and there’s 
a good possibility that he’s back at it again. How mis- 
chievous! What a Swerve! 

PAUL DEARER. Kané might have been the one 
doing the threatening, but there's no demon baby like 
a Paul Bearer demon baby! Remember the story of 
how he fathered Kane in the funeral home? Sure, The 
Undertaker nearly killed Bearer by drowning him in 
cement, but we're pretty sure that Bearer’s soul is 
doomed to forever walk this mortal plane. If Lita gives 
birth to some kind of steaming hell spawn and DNA 
tests absolve Kane of responsibility, don’t be sur- 
prised if the newborn is Bearer reincarnated. Spooky! 

AGADHILL. Former ECW mid-carder Roadkill is 
another wrestler whom you might find difficult to 
remember, but he was one of the first wrestlers to 
ever work with Lita stateside. While Lita seemed to be 
more attracted to Roadkill’s partner at the time, Danny 
Doring, there Was a.spark between Lita and Roadkill 
that most of their friends just couldn't ignore. And 
with the sudden popularity of UPN’s Amish In The 
City, Roadkill is looking primed for a return! 

ESSA AiGsS. Remember Essa Rios? Lita accompa- 
nied him to the ring during the first few months of her 
WWE tenure, and she helped get the high-flying Lu- 
chador over. However, when Lita left Rios after being 
humiliated by him one too many times on WWE TV, he 
quickly faded out of favor and was never to be heard 
from again (at least not in WWE). Now seems as good 


All we can say about the thought of 


Lita and Paul Bearer is eeeeeew! 














They were tight in ECW, so wouldn't Roadkill and Lita 
_ make the perfect couple? 
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lf WWE has been searching the perfect scenario in 
which to bring back Essa Rios, this has to be it! 





“a time as any to bring him back—and what better way 
than to reunite him with the woman who got him over 
_ with the crowds in the first place! How the baby fits 

‘into all of this, we don’t know, but we’ re = expecting FE 
. rushed marriage: 

OAN WURPHY. Because he’s a Senior writer for 
. this magazine, we've tried to keep The Murph’s feel- 
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ings for Lita on the down-low, but if 


we're to be true, impartial journalists, 
Murph has to be considered a possible 
culprit. He actually confessed to being 
the father in his “Steel Cage” column 


In his home near Buffalo, New York, he 
Lita—including a wall-sized mural of 


behind curtains whenever guests are 
over. (If you're visiting, ask for a tour of 


fuse to take “no” for an answer.) 
PAT PATTERSON. Don't let Pat- 


-McMahon’s bumbling stooges make 
you mistake him for what he actually 
_ is: a mack-daddy playa of the highest 
~ level. The original Intercontinental 
champion can woo women like no- 
body we've ever seen—and we’ve 
hung out at more than our share of 
pickup joints. You shouldsee the way 
he hits on the late-night waitresses at 
Denny's! It’s downright scandalous! By the time he’s 
through, he’s talked them into giving him,a free milk- 
shake and a free All-American Slam—and he always 
leaves them wanting more. As for Lita, who could fault 


her for falling under this man’s charming spell? What). 


you think we just made up all that stuff about him? 


‘FAPPLE-K. Helmsley is One of the most powerful 


tiia 





in the November issue of PWi/, but we 
- think he was just kidding. Or was he?!. 


has a room completely devoted to 


the WWE diva that he can keep hidden 


his walk-in closet. Make sure you re- 


terson’s reputation as one of Vince - 


ad ie tude Aeon 


lf Lita’s pregnancy actually lasts the full nine months, 


we might have to wait until the spring of 2005 to find 
out who the child’s papa is, or maybe even longer if 
we're going to try to figure it out on looks alone. In any 
case, if the little bundle of joy is Kane’s, thanks to the 
miracles of Photoshop, we are able to give you an idea 
of what the demon child might end up looking like. 





wrestlers on WWE's entire roster. He’s a multi-time 
WWE champion; married to Vince McMahon's daugh- 
ter, Stephanie; and is regarded by WWE insiders as 
one of McMahon's closest confidants. In fact, some 
insiders believe that he wields more power than any 
other active wrestler in the history of the sport. For 
Helmsley, though, power isn’t enough. “The Game” is 
all about conquest—and when he sees something he 
wants, he does everything within his power to make it 
his. Right now, Triple-H has a plan for the future of 
WWE, and it’s a rather ambitious one at that. 





SUBABIS BaJ5 Ag uonEindiuvew o}OUd 


Triple-H envisions the future of WWE entirely com- 
elatiore Me) Mal icee(- sealer Ce 

We told you it was ambitious! See, by marrying 
Stephanie, Helmsley’s already close to the throne. 
Only Stephanie’s brother, Shane, stands in his way of 
aUlalaliave Mm talc e)celile)ilelaMelsle-Me Ali le -Me(-lej(e(-1-m CoMe-iile- 
But Helmsley wants’ more. He wants.to spread his 


man. Pius, Helmsley could start feuding with his kin at 
an extremely young age—almost from birth! Father 
= lale Bi-felal-ie-lalemet-| lela) (-)e-Merelel(e Mm ie-le|-MaV/-1 ge] er-lae-le (=) 
fo) ap aloe [=Yor-le[-t-eeee-1] Ma lr-leligle Mele CoM inl-MUlitecm ahi ol-me) | 
WrestleMania XXXX—the pay-per-view when Triple- 
H's eldest son, Vincent Richard Helmsley, will beat his 
daddy for the unified WWE championship as his es- 








seed throughout all of WWE to ensure that.20 years _tranged mother, Lita, looks onfrom the stands: »~ O 
from, »now— 

when. he’s fi- As Triple-H leans over the love of his life, 

nally ready to Stephanie McMahon, is he really think- by z 

relinquish his Tate Mclelelei@islcMutle) cme) Miltomelsli(e mm ml tig be) Te 


fo} oj ole) @E- hoe) ©) 
the roster—his 
descendants 
are ready to 
pick up where 
he left off and 
keep the mo- 
mentum rolling. 
Sure, by the 
time his. chil- 
dren are ready 
to resume an 
in-ring career, 
Triple-H will 
have aged a bit, 
but so what. 
Triple-H’s men- 
tor, Ric Flair, is 
J iil Mele) late pur: lare| 
he’s certainly 
not a young 
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ON KILLINGS ISN'T a 
i happy man these days. 

When he walks into 

a room, other wres- 

tlers scurry out of his 


way. No one makes small 










But ever since Jeff Jarrett put an 
Fl o}dble)@-1alem(omalt-m-i-le1e] ale eci(el aml 
NWA heavyweight champion, 
Gil ilate tom at-towm ol-1-1eme-lahadeliale mm olen i 
his usual self. lf he was a cartoon 
. Character, he’d be drawn with a per- 


talk with him. No one asks | li <> a 3-1 (07-1 Colcol lel Mi al-lateliale Mey -lal al 

how he’s doing, or how his + 2 Bi ee }y\ head, and for good reason. Jarrett 
family is doing. ‘ “ee “Ne = * so robbed him of the NWA title, and 

It’s not that Killings isn’ta — ae every time Killings sees Jarrett 

ele) ol0if-] ae) aul ¢-1-10](-mneLUh' Mm e}-1e1.c ek preening around with the title 
stage. In fact, he’s usually some- met belt, it makes him sick to 
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The say 
hurts Ron “The Truth” Killings most is that he’s being a denied 
the NWA title he covets ... and he says it’s ruining his life 


looked to be The Man in NWA-TNA. He upset Ken 
Shamrock to win the NWA title. He was young, 
energetic, and marketable, and he was in position 
to be the franchise) player for TNA. Killings was a 
fod atclunle}(o}pMmays-Werelel(oM@el-melcellleMe) Mm n(-mel-)(-lale(-re Mm tal- 
belt almost every week, but when his reign ended 
after three months, it looked like it was just a mat- 
ter of time before he would regain the strap. But 
dalinetmellelsmmelllitcmuvelg @elllmar-lm@ui-he 

Jarrett became embroiled in a feud with 
Raven, and then A.J. Styles snuck in and snatch- 
ed the title. When Jarrett finally regained the 
title, he was more concerned with the big pay- 
fo FW A-Wm dat-} am Zolli ie Mmexolint- me (-)(-talel late Mii @r-let-lint-) am ce) ® 
names (but unproven TNA commodities) like 
so} ilalem-IaleMultll a@ulelet-ipPm.Giiiielet-MelellllelsMar-\-lsmme(-1 





Taking Fe Meltiit-im-lalel@icelimelimuclecim@(cleleh i om emote Com sen 
Killings more frustrated with his.inability to regain the NWA 
heavyweight title from him ... and more driven to attack Jarrett 


whenever the opportunity presents itself (right). 


| 





The Truth hurts, and that’s certainly true. The thing that 


a rematch, let alone another run as champ. 

He tried to make the most of the situation, how- 
ever. He formed an alliance with B.G. James and 
Konnan, and was genuinely happy clowning 
around with the boys in 3 Live Kru. Killings knew 
that patience was a virtue, and if he kept on track, 
he'd eventually get another chance at Jarrett. 

But getting a simple one-on-one title shot in TNA 
tal-t-\-mot-\\c-Mer-lamel-mlalilali(cihminlele-Melitilereli a cat-lp mia 
aliale mm dal-Mel-iiamellligiel si mm Gil iislel-milar-lih mau r-tMa-lerelet 
nized as a top contender for Jarrett’s title, but so 
were Styles, Raven, D-Lo Brown, and a handful of 
other wrestlers. Week after week, Killings was bat- 
difsteir-mmeibac-te-sa)amere}ali-ale(-1am ie) am- Mal d(-me-jale) emu all (= 
Jarrett sat back and rested. 

Eventually, Styles broke through the mire and 
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No one in TNA questions the skill or charisma of 
AG iiilalet-Meolm tsl-micleim@iar-lmel-merelll(eMagt-1.(-8- Me leleleMear-liit 
pion. But more people than ever are gunning for 
that NWA title. 


regained the title. Killings still couldn't get 
that one-on-one shot, but he made the 
most of his opportunity in a “four-way 
deadly draw” match, taking advantage of 
Jarrett’s interference to regain the title. 
“It wasn’t the glorious day Killings was 
looking for,” said Mike Tenay, who watched the 
match unfold from the commentators’ table at 
ringside. “There were just so many people 
involved in that match, along with Jarrett 
and his guitar, that many people felt 
Killings had simply gotten lucky—that he 
was just in the right place at the right time. 
Gi lalefomm'r- 1a) (rei ol-le) o)(-ma CoM -lelelelalr4-mtgr-l@el= 
ETI alm ale lalaielmessr-litle)(elam-laleMal-me-j dll mel (ela 
get the respect he sought.” 

Just two weeks later, Killings dropped the 
belt back to Jarrett in a “King Of The Mountain 
Match.” Ever since then, Killings has had a chip 
on his shoulder. 

“The inmates are running the asylum 
around here,” he said. “It's damn ridiculous. 
The NWA title has become a joke. Isn't this 
re) ge) auto) ile) am-i0] 9) eles-i-10 Mm (oN o|-m-||M-lele) 8) @ig-lell ice) git7 
Mi} af-) (AV=} gil ate) 0) ol-tal-re Mi Com te-lelli(elar-] Mela -aelsmolal= 


el” 


62 The Wrestler 














matches? Whatever happened to deserving con- 
tenders getting their shot at the title? No matter who | 
beat around here, | just can’t seem to get any head- 
way, and Jarrett’s always got his dirty little hands on 
my heavyweight title. It’s tearing me up inside.” 
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At one point Killings had to think he might never get a second 
run with the NWA belt. Then he got it, but it lasted but two 
weeks. Now he isn’t sure what to think. 








Killings is also smarting from 

the rise of Styles. Styles has sur- 
passed “The Truth” as the most 
‘talked-about sensation in TNA 
Tale Mat-tom el=tele)sil-Mialcm colors] ele) in) ae) | 
the promotion’s national vehicle, 
_ Impact. Styles is the new golden 
boy, and Killings feels he’s on the 
fo} F) ci fe(-M (ole) diate Mian 

And if things weren’t bad 
- enough, Jeff Hardy signed with 
TNA and was immediately prom- 
ised a title match. 


me (oltiat(-Mrele) am (elalaiae ice) uitmr-lale mi Mallee han ete 
Liltalem=t-(ejnme)dal-lmmcolme-MCli(-m-jalel em GaleMal-hcm (nha cig 


Killings may be justified in 
his frustration, but it’s 
starting to take a serious 


toll on him on a personal 
level. He’s been venting 
his frustrations on friends 
and fellow wrestlers. 








Former NFL player Monty Brown seemed to come out of nowhere to 
emerge as a title contender in TNA, and Killings has had some prob- 
lems with him (left and above). You can’t afford to struggle for long if 
you want shots at the NWA title. 


beat?” Killings said. “| could give a damn that 
Hardy used to be in WWE. That don’t mean a damn 
ialiate Mm com ail-May- Vale Mm tal-mccelrer-1i(-te MN olat- Ml t-l(-wam me lolaiat 
think that punk has ever even beaten someone in 
the TNA top 10. Why is it that they’re getting title 
jlo) (Per-laleM Mute) cclaleliale malcom di tsmele)cillale iam 

He often talks about various conspiracies he says 
are in place solely to hold him down. He’s always 
lalela'@e-lalem tet: @-lale(-)m mel dialem-\u ch mice timeliiimel-lti ios 


“Ron does his best work in 
the ring when he can relax and 
let the chips fall where they 
may, like he did with 3LK,” 
Tenay said. “Now he’s out to 
prove something every night, 
and it’s hurting him. He looks 
distracted in the ring, and he’s 
brawling more and more. He’s 
definitely pressing, He doesn't 
look as smooth in the ring as 
he has in the past. 

And that in turn is taking 


slissMmitiatsl=)ae-lalemieladel=)amige)ermmig(-mtiil-mal-mele\/-) tm \ 





this rate, his road to a third NWA title may be the 
Co) ate (=<) Om golet d(-t-) @el-ltamelmilem itis 
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The fact that La Resistance 
have so little competition 
in the WWE Raw tag team 
Sy division isnt really the 
Bf aeN fault of Robert 
yA \\ Conway and Sylvan 
.,\) Grenier, but they 
Ate) tau do something 
Wesce'm@ about it. In fact, 
areas they already are. 
ip And you 
og #3) probably didn’t 
ears even realize it 


By Liz Hunter 





"A. Frenchman must be talking, whether he. knows 
anything of the matter or not.” 
—78th century English writer Samuel Johnson 


team.partner;, Robert-(not-Rob anymore) 
Conway} have'a.very special. talent for riling up 
a: crowd: It comes: so: easily to: them. All they; nave to 
do to.earn' our ire is grab the: housSe:microphone; start 
talking with their: annoying accents (Conway's is: total- 
ly fake); and then: sing.“O Canada”.in' French: ‘By: the 
time they're: finished; they're two. of the: most hated 
people. in whatever arena.they re about to. wrestle: 
The fans inthe crowd beg ‘for them:to‘losein decisive; 
embarrassing: fashion, and: many: of: their: fetlow 
wrestlers immediately petition, WWE. matchmakers.for 
a chance: to take:the:cocky,; brash: Raw: tag team 
champions down; 

Sometimes, the; outcry becomes: so: loud: that :Raw 
General - Manager Eric--Bischoff Jocks himself. tn: his 


deb chee 





Ss: GRENIER AND. his ‘La Resistance:tag 





La Resistance vs. Rhyno.and ‘his unlikely partner, Tajiri, has 
made for a surprisingly entertaining feud. Conway and Grenier 
had much to do with those two coming together. 


office just to escape the madness. After the voices out- 
side his office quiet down and the demands for an 
instant.tag match with La Resistance diminish, Bischoff 
watches Grenier and Conway meet their opponents in 
the ring and, more:often than not, dismantle them. As 
the referee attempts to raise-their hands in victory, 
Bischoff, in his quiet little office; smirks like a mischie- 
vous uncle. 

“Easy E” knows exactly what La Resistance is up to, 
because they've taken a strategy that he used during 
his days atop WCW, tweaked it a bit, and made it into 
something that’s working out very well-for them. 

“When Kevin Nash and Scott Hall invaded WCW 
and created the New World Order, everyone looked at 
me like | was crazy for signing them,” 
Bischoff said with a gleam in his eye. 
“Then,. when my association with the NWO 
became public, people really began to won- 
der why in the. heck |. would. try.to. destroy 
the company. 

“People forgot that we were in a war with 
Vince McMahon and WWE,” Bischoff con- 
tinued. “The best thing that | could-do was 
create controversy and make WCW Mon- 
day Nitro the show to watch. The NWO 
forced WCW wrestlers like Sting, ‘Diamond’ 
Dallas Page, and even Ric Flair to band 
together and unite like never before. The 
ensuing battles made WCW strong and 
made both the NWO and WCW rosters E 
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Grenier is one of the least popular stars on the entire Raw ros- 
ter, and he wouldn't have it any other way. That fits his agenda. 


seem stronger. Now, La Resistance is playing the same 
tactic. They're ticking everyone off in an attempt to get a 
little more attention and unite Raw wrestlers who might 
otherwise never even think about teaming with each 
other. 

“By creating top-level tag teams and then beating 
them, they are establishing themselves as one of the 
best tag teams in the world.” 

Could it be true? Could Grenier and Conway be 
smart enough to manipulate the minds of Raw’s fans 
and wrestlers in order to position themselves as one of 


For quite a while, The Hur- 
ricane and partner Rosey were 
the only regular tag team chal- 
lenging La Resistance for tag 
team supremacy. Something 


arclem(omel-Melelsicm-]ele]0) @isl:) a 








Before long, Conway could have his hands full with more 
than just guys like Hurricane (below) and Rhyno (right). 
New teams could be lining up to take on La Resistance. 
Nothing would please him more. 


the world’s preeminent tag teams? Well, hold on a 
second. The idea isn’t so ridiculous. If you take a 
look at the Raw roster, what you'll find are a number of 
Superior singles wrestlers and not a whole lot of tag 
team specialists. Even those wrestlers who have spe- 
cialized in tag teaming in the past—men such as 
Christian, Edge, Matt Hardy, and Shelton Benjamin— 
are competing for top singles titles and main event sin- 
gles matches. In fact, the only team that’s been togeth- 
er for more than a few months is The Hurricane and 
Rosey—and they’re part of the Raw roster more for 
comic relief than anything else. 

This leaves Grenier and Conway asking themselves, 
“How can we prove that we're an elite tag team when 
there aren’t enough good tag teams around to wrestle?” 


bbbbbbbbbd 
“Could it be true? Could 
Grenier and Conway be smart 
enough to manipulate the 
minds of Raw’s fans and 
wrestlers in order to position 
themselves as one of the 
world’s preeminent 

tag teams? Well, hold on 

a second. The idea isn't 

so ridiculous.” 





The answer: Ir- 
P| -ritate enough peo- 
ad 
ple and stronger 
tag team opposi- 
tion will emerge. 
The first happen- 
stance team to 
step up and chal- 
lenge. the~ tag 
champs, Rhyno 
and Tajiri, were 
bitter. enemies 
during their days 
mam in ECW; yet they 
have come. to- 
# gether for the sole 
purpose of de- 
throning La Re- 
sistance. Yes, 
that’s Tajiri out 
there leading 
| chants of “U-S-A! 
U-S-A!” They’re 
not exactly a clas- 
sic tag team, but 
~ with Rhyno’s po- 
wer and Tajiris speed and unorthodox approach, they're 
reminiscent of The British Bulldogs, Davey Boy Smith and 
Dynamite Kid. Their history—as well as the flagging popu- 
larity of the tag team division—probably will prevent the 
twosome from teaming together for years on end, but 
they’re good enough to give La Resistance a test and to 
help them establish greater credibility in a division in which 
credibility is hard to come by. 

As for the rest of the.Raw roster, there are plenty of 
other tag team possibilities, but. in. order for any of 
them to come together,.Grenier and Conway are going 
to have to force the issue. Chuck. Palumbo has a 
strong tag team background, going back to.his WCW 
partnership with Sean O’Haire. lf he can find his self- 
confidence after getting lost in dead-end partnerships 
with Billy Gunn and The Full-Blooded Italians, he’d 
make a good partner for Garrison Cade or Maven. 
Edge has been showing a bit-of a darker side lately, 
so maybe La Resistance could reawaken the tandem 
of Edge and Christian. 

Of course, there’s always the possibility of a trade to 
Smackdown, but Bischoff doesn’t seem too interested 
in getting rid of Raw’s top tag team. 

“Why would | want to get rid of them?” Bischoff said. 
“They're the best tag team | have, and they remind me 
so much of me!” 

Grenier and Conway control their future. They're try- 
ing to establish themselves in the annuals of history by 
elevating the wrestlers around them into tougher, more 
dangerous, and more motivated competitors. If that’s a 
weakness, it’s a weakness we’d like to see more cham- 
pions display. C) 
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Triple-H never expected to have His own finisher, the pedigree, 
used on him ... by someone like Eugene! He never expected 


Eugene to be such a huge proven) for him, either! 
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Eugene has an uncanny ability for mastering the signature 
moves of other superstars very easily. “The Game” needed all 
the strength he could muster to keep from tapping to Eugene's 
Crippler crossface. Should all Raw stars be wary of the monster 
Hunter has created? 












|. ,By Frank Krewda 


UGENE’S UNPREDICTABILITY WAS one of 

his most endearing traits when we first got 

to know him. One minute he was childlike 
elale Melele)| (“Mam Mal-Mal-> 4M il inlel (cM ao e-l Mm elaletlinligie mu itg 
enthusiasm and energy. So when Triple-H decided 
to “recruit” Eugene in his quest for the WWE Raw 
title under the guise of friendship, he should have 
suspected that Eugene might react violently to 
being betrayed. So much for that “Cerebral Assas- 
sin” moniker, huh? 

Triple-H made it all look so easy at first. After all, he 
was by far Eugene’s favorite wrestler. As long as he 
appeared to be sincere, a person of Eugene's limita- 
(fo) atM(elbl (elem mcele-s-1-1-M (n= Mutl=lcei| (=s-- Mla le Me) (elele\Vm el-r-1c 
volo) iam iur-l@ (ele) @e)i-le-MelaMer-]/Aneliiliaen 

In fact, “Don’t worry, | have a plan,” became 
Helmsley’s patent reply any time Ric Flair, Batista, or 
Randy Orton chafed at Eugene’s involvement in 
Evolution’s matches or him even getting to hang 
around with the supergroup. Well, unless Triple-H’s 
plan was to become the target of Eugene’s heretofore- 
unseen mean streak, he and his cohorts now have 
fe) (Tn) A Come) gata-lelelele 

While he may be easily manipulated psychologi- 
cally, there was never any question about Eugene’s 
elahe-jlet-] mele) A\ Ame Malelelelsmci-1-1isliave| ham elalevele)cellat-licre, 
islam olelblalesialem-1ge) lace Mm el-le1.¢-)t-le|-mim ib lel-lal-merelelce| 
summon savant-like wrestling ability once he 
stepped through the ropes. Plus, he has strength to 
burn. Hence his almost embarrassingly lopsided vic- 
tories over Johnny Nitro, Robert Conway, and 
Jonathan Coachman. 

Like a child seeking adult approval, Eugene 
seemed to be inspired by the cheers of the fans. It’s 
almost as if their adulation enabled him to focus on 
wrestling instead of whatever it was that otherwise 
folereit)e)(-leMalomutlialem 








Wi ; 


Thanks to Helmsley’s manipulations, Eugene thought Chris 
Benoit intended to harm him with what was just an errant chair 
shot (top). It led him to believe Triple-H was his true best friend, 
too (above). He knows the truth now, but he might not trust any- 
one in the future. 


Now, thanks to Helmsley’s cruelty, taking revenge 
on his former “friends” in Evolution has replaced fan 
approval as Eugene’s primary source of inspiration. 

But there is a downside to this feud. WWE fans and 
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co-workers can’t depend on Eugene to remain 
focused on Evolution forever. If and when his tunnel 
vision wavers, Eugene could become more unpre- 
dictable than ever, warns noted wrestling psycholo- 
gist Dr. Sidney M. Basil, and that could be dangerous 
to anyone and everyone around him. 

ma's'dali(=m\o]emr-lale Mm m-lcomer-| el-1e)(-me)me|ic-lei(ialemeltlm-lale (ig 
at the deserving person or persons and keeping that 
elale(cJamelale(-immecelalage) Mie) am dil-Miiley-) am ol-1a em Mil hig-1le) 
Eugene isn’t capable of making such distinctions,” 
Basil told THE WresTLER. “His thresholds and triggers 


“Right now he’s channeling his 
fury at the person who hurt him, 
obviously Triple-H. But once Eugene 
works out his frustration with 
Helmsley, and that might take quite 


a while, we can’t predict how he'll 
behave. He’s been traumatized, so 
it’s very likely he'll start lashing out 
at anyone he sees as a threat.’” 
—Dr. Sidney M. Basil 





are scattered across the emotional spectrum. Right 
now he’s channeling his fury at the person who hurt 
him, obviously Triple-H. But once Eugene works out 
his frustration with Helmsley, and that might take 
quite a while, we can’t predict how he'll behave. He’s 
been traumatized, so it’s very likely he'll start lashing 
out at anyone he sees as a threat.” 

Fortunately, Eugene has so far limited his rage to 
Triple-H and Evolution. We can only hope that the sat- 
isfaction of costing Triple-H his 60-minute “Ironman” 
match against Chris Benoit has relieved some of that 
anger. In any case, Dr. Basil warns that the current 
feud with Helmsley could spawn even bigger prob- 
lems for WWE superstars. 

“Eugene is an underdog figure,” he continued. 
“Triple-H is a vile man. It’s difficult not to root for 
Eugene as he battles Triple-H. But the unbridled adu- 
Flalelammorel ei tem ol-igel-30et-1(-mr- mm el-10(-1an mel Me ale) (-lalei-mig 
Eugene. It’s quite like the Paviov dog experiment. 
Eugene hears the cheers, and it makes him feel good. 








Triple-H might want to think about avoiding Eugene altogether for a 
while. Somehow we don't think his ego will allow him to do so, though. 


So he associates the cheers with pleasure and does 
anything to elicit them. The only problem is he earns 
those cheers through indiscriminate violence. Again, 
we can’t expect somebody like Eugene to distinguish 
jel=ia(-t-}amelelelem-laleM er-leMol-lal-\ dle) mie M 1-1) | \ am atc] @ or-lame) 
his personality just isn’t developed yet.” 
Avoidance is probably the best way to avert some 
kind of violent explosion from Eugene. It’s also the 





best way for Eugene to avoid any more mental 
scars. Without mental and physical provocation, 
Eugene could very well lapse back into his 
peaceful, blissful self again. 

However, Triple-H’s pride will most likely 
prevent that from happening. First, the fact that 
Eugene didn’t succumb to “The Game's” mind 
+ games, and emerged as an even bigger “prob- 
lem” will no doubt inspire Helmsley to exact 
tikela-me- Tile Msilela-mi aa -1ilel-Melamm tlle l-lal-m Vale 
Eugene cost Hunter not only a high-profile vic- 
tory, but the WWE Raw title belt, a commodity 
Helmsley values a lot more than the gold of 
which it’s made. 

Second, there’s the matter of Eugene’s profes- 
sional obligations. After all, he’s a contracted 
WWE superstar now, and as such, he’s entitled 
to a certain amount of air time. Moreover, he’s 
fo} eo} ie f-h¢-1e Mm Comme) olalelicoM@alt-m-lale me) mi dal-mmelot-] Mme), 
wrestling a certain number of dates. Whatever 
professional aspirations Eugene may have would 
be dashed if he earned a reputation for being an 
unreliable employee. 

Finally, the fans have some say in this, too. 
Eugene and Triple-H are two of the most com- 
pelling characters the Raw brand has right now. 
It would hardly be fair for WWE to deny its pay- 
ing fans who want to see them battle it out. 
Pulling the plug now would not be a wise busi- 
ness decision. 

Buried somewhere in the strange, scary tale of 
Eugene and Triple-H is an important lesson. And 
that lesson is that sometimes showing a little 
compassion for those less fortunate than you 
can keep you out of trouble. Triple-H’s cruelty 
and arrogance have landed him and the other WWE 
superstars, not to mention Eugene, in a world of it. 

As Chris Jericho said to Triple-H and Evolution dur- 
ing a recent “Highlight Reel” segment on Raw, “So 
you pulled one over on Eugene. That’s very impres- 
sive. | hope you’re proud.” 

Now it looks as if Eugene has pulled one over on 
Triple-H. O 
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By Will Welsh 


Y ITS DEFINITION, hatred is personal. It can’t 

be anything other than personal. How can it be, 

when it’s born out of personal experience, per- 
sonal feelings, and, most of the time, very personal 
problems? Like love, it doesn’t just happen over- 
night. It takes time to develop—almost as much time 
as it takes for love to blossom. 

You might say you hate the driver of the car that 
just cut you off, but that’s not really true. You're 
annoyed at him and probably feel like rearranging his 
teeth with your fist immediately after it happens, but 
you don’t hate him. You might say you hate your 
boss, but if you keep showing up for work day after 
oF VA oleitiialemtceltie- 1) m@elic-reith Mellel mam Uleliilemuiicia 
sol tMerelt](o Bit) mel tlie (elt me)ce)er-le) mele em ari \Mall mae 
lf you really hated him, you wouldn’t suffer his oppres- 
sive antics anymore, would you? 

So, when do you hate somebody? When is hate 
real? These are complicated questions with even 
more complicated answers, but in the end, the answer 
is pretty simple: You hate someone when you wish 
them irreparable harm—and you mean it. 

And you really, really hate someone when you take 
it upon yourself to cause that person irreparable harm. 














Judging by the way she tears into Victoria, you'd think 
Trish hates her more than she hates Chris Jericho. 
That might be true, though it was personal with Y2J. 


Trish Stratus hates Victoria, but forget all that’s 
been written above for a moment. This time it isn’t per- 
sonal. This is one of those rare times when universal 
law no longer exists, no matter what Stephen Hawking 
says. Stratus’ hatred of Victoria is an anomaly, 
because while she may disapprove of Victoria’s mat 
technique and her relationship with Steven Richards, 
these aren’t reasons to hate her. Stratus may not like 
Victoria’s hairstyle, her huge smile and bubbly per- 
sonality, or, heck, the fact that Victoria only goes by 
fol al=Mat- iil el) @me-ler-lipMm (al-s-i- Me talinlemerelinielint-e melee mt 
come close to making Stratus hate Victoria. Even 
when Victoria first arrived on the scene and Stratus 
J eol-lalm@ialielsia@r-li(cmealielsian(-alelislemelimis-mell) columella 
haired beauty, she never truly hated Victoria. In fact, if 
you go back and read interviews that Stratus granted 
during that time, she admitted to respecting Victoria. 

Stratus started hating Victoria the second that she 
realized Victoria had eclipsed her to become the num- 
ber-one performer in the women’s division. 

“Trish wore blinders for a while,” said Raw 
announcer Jim Ross. “During that whole feud with 
Chris Jericho, she was blind to just about everything 
else going on in WWE. She had almost no idea what 
was going on in the women’s division and that was 
just fine with her. Every ounce of her attention was on 
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Check out the anger in Stratus’ face as she holds on tighter and 
tighter to Victoria (above and right)! This is a woman with 
issues—jealousy being the biggest one. 


Jericho. However, once that feud played itself out, she 
took a look around and saw that mean, nasty, deca- 
dent Victoria had emerged as Raw’s sweetheart—a 
role Stratus had gotten accustomed to filling. 
Everyone loved her and couldn’t praise her enough 
for her beauty and all of the im- 
provements she made so quickly 
inside the ring.” 

Suddenly, within a second that 
probably felt like it lasted an eter- 
nity (again, no arguments, Mr. 
Hawking), Stratus realized she 
hated Victoria more than she had 
hated anyone else in her entire 
life. And even though Stratus 
knew that attacking Victoria, rip- 
ping her hair out, and, perhaps, 
Jalol late Mal-lmmer-le-1-) am ehime-lit-lel diale 
her ailing knee wouldn't endear 
herself to the Raw fans who were 
fel at=r-l late MU (ei (ola Mala@-iele-MUeltl (om (=>) Me lelelep 

Personal? It sure sounds it. It wasn’t, though, 
because the target of Stratus’ ire could have been 
anyone. Well, almost anyone. If Molly Holly had 
captured the hearts of the fans, Stratus would have 
hated her. If Lita had returned to reclaim her posi- 
tion as WWE's favorite diva, Stratus would have 
despised her. 
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“THE TARGET OF STRATUS’ IRE COULD 
HAVE BEEN ANYONE. WELL, ALMOST 
ANYONE. IF MOLLY HOLLY HAD 
CAPTURED THE HEARTS OF THE FANS, 


STRATUS WOULD HAVE HATED HER. IF 
LITA HAD RETURNED TO RECLAIM HER 
POSITION AS WWE'S FAVORITE DIVA, 
STRATUS WOULD HAVE DESPISED HER™ 





Heck, if Fabulous Moolah and Mae Young had 
Tol uit-lateh Mmuit-latele (=e Mm Colm el-lerelit(- Mi tal-me-| 0) 0) (- re) MAU =) a] 
man’s eye, Stratus probably would have hated 
them, too. 

See, Stratus doesn’t hate Victoria because of any- 
daltale Me) el-lelhi lem dut-1 Mm Alea colar) 
has or hasn’t done. She 
hates Victoria because Vic- 
toria’s fame and fortune 
eclipsed her own, and for the 
first time in her WWE career, 
she’s jealous of someone 
else’s success. 

“Trish just isn’t used to 
being WWE’s second-favor- 
ite diva,” said Ross. “She 
also isn’t used to being per- 
ceived as WWE’s second- 
best female wrestler, which 
she became—either rightly 
or wrongly—when Victoria had such a strong run 
as women’s champion. That hurt her deeply, and 
after what happened with Jericho—even though 
she felt like she got her revenge on him—she felt 
betrayed by the fans and did the only thing she 
could think of. They were already booing her, so 
she lashed out even further. She turned their hatred 
for her into positive energy and used it to help her 


| 








defeat Victoria for the women’s title.” 
Unfortunately, this is a typical reaction from 
star performers from any field who enjoy early 
success. They become addicted to the cheers of 
the crowd, and when they dissipate or outright 
end, they lash out at the nearest, most obvious 
target. Sometimes the target is a manager, some- 


= times it’s the fans, and sometimes it’s a close 


competitor. 

When the cheers for Stratus ended, Victoria 
became the target. She took the brunt of abuse 
for Stratus’ fall from grace, and now she’s on 
dat= Molt) cy[o (Me) Mtalemerat-luslel(elarciallemel(eilicom ele) diate! 
_in again. Stratus is where she has been, and 
_ Stratus is where she wants to be. Although 
Victoria still owns the hearts of the crowd, it 
re) ge) of-] 0) ANN fol aM a el-m lelale Mel-1ce)c-M lui) e)(-m-(olUl tc] dela) 
isn’t enough to satiate her competitive appetite. 
She’s going to need to feel that championship 
(ofe}(o MM ol-ti ale Ma de-)o)el-.eMr-I colt lac Mal-y anu r-|-) @-ler-]i ap 
When that feeling gets to her, don’t be sur- 
prised if Stratus is the one holding the belt— 
and if Victoria is the one who is then back to 


doing the hating. 
The vicious cycle will have started all over 
again. O 


_ Trish wants to do serious damage to Victoria’s health, 











both in the ring (left) and with a spear on the outside 
(below). Why can’t she accept that Victoria has earned the 
_ fans’ adulation just as she did? 
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were hargain packs! 
rose Dur yltueite offer bs pried: 


The first round of our Bargain Pack offer was so popular, you nearly cleaned us 
out! So we scoured our warehouse and chose additional titles for “the ultimate 
back issue offer.” 







Like we said before: This is the best back issue offer we’ve ever made—and the 
best we’re going to make! 


imagine ... your favorite magazines for 
aA less than $150 per issue! It's true! 
Se fea 
ee Fora limited time, you can purchase grab bag bargain packs 
i containing random issues of Wrestling Superstars, Wrestle America, 
_ Sports Review Wrestling, and our Annuals and Yearbooks, most of 
which are vintage issues from the 1980s and early-’90s. You don’t get 
% to choose the magazines we send, but you do choose between a grab 
+t, bag containing 12 magazines or a grab bag containing six magazines! 


| ¥ - Sold individually, these magazines would cost $5 apiece. For this special 
= offer—and only while supplies last—you'll receive either 12 magazines 

5 for $16.95 (a savings of more than $43!) or six magazines for $12.95 

(a savings of more than $17!). Postage is included! 





What’s the catch? There isn’t one. We will put together the bargain packs, and 
while we'll try to maintain a variety (and we'll never repeat an issue in any given 
pack), we cannot allow substitutions or returns. 





i i i i iin 


Please indicate method of payment: 
(_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


L) VISA || MasterCard 


YES! | would like to get in on wrestling’s 
ultimate back issue offer! 


|| lam enclosing $16.95 for a 12-issue bargain pack | Card # 


] 1am enclosing $12.95 for a 6-issue bargain pack | %P!"ation Date: __/__ 


MO/YR 
Signature: 
Send to: 
a , NAME 
London Publishing Co. cae | a 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 Clive 2 2 is 8) STATES. ZIP 


Prices apply in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $24.00 for 12-issue pack ($37.00 airmail); $16.15 for 6-issue pack ($23.35 airmail). International money orders in U.S. funds only for all orders 
Outside U.S. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


596 1/6-0: 


Rick Steamboat was scheduled to 
return to Ring of Honor for three 
shows in mid-October. Rumor has it 
Steamboat has been training for sev- 
eral months and could yet be booked 
to wrestle. | still think it would be inter- 
esting to see him square off with C.M. 
Punk, even though the two recently 
ended their long-running feud and be- 
came allies in ROH. 

WWE has released Sable, but she 
insists it was a mutual decision and an 
amicable parting. She reportedly 


Sable has left WWE for a second time, 
although we probably won't see her filing 
a $100-million lawsuit this time. The split 
was reportedly amicable. Maybe she can 
show support for fiance Brock Lesnar by 
trying out to be an NFL cheerleader. 





WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


wants to spend more time with her 
daughter and knew she couldn't do 
that if she kept up a full-time WWE 
schedule. She is also now engaged to 
former WWE star Brock Lesnar. 
WWE also bought out the contract of 
Scott Steiner, ending his run with the 
company. Steiner's WWE stint was a 
major disappointment, as his high-pro- 
file feud with Triple-H over the Raw 
title in 2003 was a dud. 

Easy come, easy go. That's a les- 
son Teddy Hart learned during “Ball- 
park Brawls” II and Ill, held in Buffalo, 
New York, on July 17 and August 14. 
Hart was part of a tournament to 
crown a “Natural” heavyweight cham- 
pion (named after the 1984 Robert 
Redford baseball movie The Natural), 
along with Ron Killings, Abyss, 
Derek Wylde, Cody Steele, Julio 
Dinero, Petey Williams, and Harry 
Smith. The always-controversial third- 
generation star defeated Wylde in an 
insane aerial encounter that saw Hart 
execute a moonsault off the 15-foot- 
high backstop onto the infield of Dunn 
Tire Park. At “Ballpark Brawl Ill,” Hart 
defeated his cousin Harry Smith, the 
son of Davey Boy Smith, to win the 
championship. 

Following the match, Hart issued 
an open challenge, saying he would 
defend the title against all comers. He 


was immediately inserted into the 
main event, a tables, ladders, and 
chairs bout against Sabu and A.J. 
Styles. It was a decision he would live 
to regret, as Styles caught him with a 
Styles clash for the win and the title. 

Also appearing at “Ballpark Brawl 
lll” was Bret “Hitman” Hart, who re- 
united with Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart 
and manager Jimmy Hart for an in- 
ring interview. Hart thanked the fans 
for their support through the years and 
said how much he enjoyed his time in 
The Hart Foundation. Following the 
card, Hart said he planned to travel 
from Buffalo to Toronto for Summer- 
Slam, where he wanted to meet with 
Vince McMahon. It’s believed that 
Hart and McMahon discussed a pos- 
sible DVD of Hart’s best matches, and 
possibly a non-wrestling appearance 
in a WWE ring, but that has yet to be 
confirmed. 

In what could be considered a sign, 
Hart is included as a character on the 
upcoming video game WWE Smack- 
down vs. Raw. The game features 
nearly ever wrestler on both rosters, 
as well as legends Hart, Andre the 
Giant, and the old school Kane and 
Undertaker. It will be released on 
November 2. 

That's what’s happening. Catch ya 
again next issue. L] 





Nearly 15 years after they last won the WWF tag title together, The Hart Foundation— 
Bret Hart, Jim Neidhart, and manager Jimmy Hart (but not Danny Davis)—was back 
together for an independent show in Buffalo. Bret, of course, couldn’t wrestle. 
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May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 

April 1980; Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, 
DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, Mr. 
Wrestling |, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens & 
Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: Kerry 
Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Zbyszko-Bruno, Keirn-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling {I- 
Idol. 

June 1981; Bruno Sammartino: “I Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & Martel, 
Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich, 

Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Fernandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko’s Claim: “Tony Garea Begged 
Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, Race-Patera, 
Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr. 
Wrestling |, Bravo-Bockwinkel, 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family Al War? Why Terry Funk 
And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also: 
Backlund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Adonis, Blackjack 
Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, Lawler- 
Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982; How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's Cham- 
pionship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine-Atlas, 
Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

May 1982: Bob Backlund’s Fourth Anniversary As WWF 
Champion: The All-American Boy Grows Up. Also: 
Koloff-Rich, Superstar Graham, David Von Erich, Putski- 
Morales, Dusty Rhodes. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The NWA 
Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. Also: 
Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno Sammartino, 
Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982; Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper, 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Nov. 1982; Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Better? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Snuka, Brian Blair 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve To 
Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr., 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, 
JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Putski Humillates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: Barry 
Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, Flair- 
Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos. 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Tille From Otto Wanz. Also: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel 
& Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Karnala. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: Tommy 
Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd & 
Rhodes, Flair-Omdortt, 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose His 
Challengers? Also: Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von 
Erich, Andre-Kamiala, Brazil-Valentine, Gagnes-Martel. 
July 1983: Ric Flair: “| Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Alraid Of,” Also; Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan. 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan & 
Windham. 

Nov. 1983; Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was Stolen 
From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 


Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation Inc., 
Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gets Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Roddy Piper, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Kerry Von Erich. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End It ... Or Make It Worse? Also: 
Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Fiair's NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, Kolofts 
& Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott 
McGhee. 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors-Sheepherders. 
Riair-Billy Jack, Nikita Koloft. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering vs. 
Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, tomorrow's 
stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

May 1985: The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez: Exclusive Coverage Of The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, Backlund- 
Race, Haynes-Kamala, Tito Santana. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver- 


Haynes. 

July 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel, 
Kernodle-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Tille Shot: Ric 
Flair—"I Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid Of!” 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
Steele, Killer Brooks, all-time top 10. 

May 1986: Von Erich Family Feud: Is Lance Coming Be- 
tween Kevin And Kerry? Also: Hansen-Hall, Hillbillies- 
Beefcake & Valentine, Butch Reed, Santana-Ventura. 
June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve 
Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 

Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreel 
U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndorff, Mike Von Erich, 
M 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair’s NWA Title Reign: Last Chance To 
Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, Gilbert & Sting, 
Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinkel 

Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan's Bitter Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted Di- 
Biase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurko!, Terry Gordy, 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Iwan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs, The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superfeud! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Paul Orndorff, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Williams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Comette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Koloffs, Bubba Rogers, 


Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The Intercon- 
tinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans’ Last Hope. 
Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horse- 
men-Freabirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 


Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler, 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without The 
NWA Belt!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Comette, Hogan- 
Andre, Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry 
Gordy. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Bell ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People's Champion! Also: Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Madusa Miceli, Luger-Am. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could Make 
Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel-Zenk, 
Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Koloft. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: Windham 
& Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul Ellering, 
Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not Share 
Our Fans With The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express!" Also: 
Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

Jan. 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!” Also: Jeff 
Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike 
Rotundo. 

June 1989; Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Flair. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue}: Supercard Sunday! Ex- 
clusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions Vi. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't Wrestle 
Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, 
Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beelcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis, Also: 
Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, 
Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sot. 
Slaughter. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Piliman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg 


Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Fiair: “! Quit!—One War Ends, Two 
More Begin. Also: Nikita Kolotf, Survivor Series, Steiners, 
Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. Also: 
Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Company. 

July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also; Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Il: You Can Make It Happen. 
Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry Zbyszko 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan, Also: Billy Jack Haynes, Lex 
Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Rlair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chris 
Von Erich. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax"! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta-Steamboat, 
Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & 
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Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain, 
Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of The 
Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

June 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On Hulk 
Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, Cactus 
Jack, Kevin Von Erich. 

July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” Of 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” ... Would 
Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also; Luger-Nikita, 
Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—Bul Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The Century? 
Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack. 

Jan. 1992: The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 8 
Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 

Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. Steiner- 
Abdullah. 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday In Texas: 
Has The WWF Title Suffered Irreparable Damage? Also: 
Brian Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie- 
Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Omdort, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels & 
Jannetty. 

Dec. 1992: He's Bazaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers Into 
WCW, Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, Hulk 
Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair's 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him Al Wrestle- 
Mania Vill? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy Piper, Dusty 
Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen. 

June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW 
titles, Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”; For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania's Ac- 
cidental Hero. Also; Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker- 
Roberts, Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title Or 
Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, Freebirds- 
Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam, Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 

Nov, 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, 
Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake Makes 
Me Happy!" Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers- 
Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

March 1993 (Special Edition): 1992—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Madusa-Paul E., Curt Hennig, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jesse Ventura, Predictions For '93. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

May 1993; Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & Rhodes, 
Hennig-Luger. 

Nov, 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yel! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, Heavenly 
Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan, 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any Way 
You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude-Fiair, 
Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Comette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & 
T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 


May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, Douglas- 
Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes A Reality: 
Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, MOM, 
Flait-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG-13, 
Hacksaw Duggan 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF '95-WWF 
‘BS, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today tf ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler-Cornette, 
May 1994: Altershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Big Bossman, Sherri-Douglas, 
Hulk Hogan, The Patriot. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also: 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee 


Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, Austin 
& Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Sobe 

Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & Rene- 
gade, WWF legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): Shawn Michaels: Too Good 
To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, Vega- 
Ramon, Mama Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader. 
Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: This 
Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem-Undertaker, 
Bodies-Cornette, Arn Anderson. 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve Austin, 
wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Fair. 

June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan. 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With It! Also: 
Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man-Sullivan, 
Mabel 


Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners 
& Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie. 
Nov. 1996; Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & Sable, 
Goldust, Sandman, 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Am Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
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Jan. 1997: tt Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-Bulldog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Kevin Nash. 

July 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Aliso: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol, 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then Hogan: 
Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe ... Bul Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also: Bischoff-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA ladder match. 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dirty Deeds ... 
And Then He's Outta Here! Also: DeGeneration X, Jim 
Cornette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title sn’! 
Enough For The Macho Man: Whal's Next? Also: Ric 
Flair, Headbangers-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Chris Chetti, Mero & 
Sable. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998 (Special issue): WWF Midyear Report. Also: 
Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, Antonio Inoki. 
Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett-Black- 
man, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 

Hol, 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war, 

Jan. 1999; Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA. Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives Sham- 
rock & The Rock. Also. McMahon-Austin, Spike Dudley, 
Eric Bischotf, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year In Pic- 
tures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, The 
Undertaker 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or White 
Lie? Also: ODP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve Austin, 
Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special issue): Ric Fiair: The 10 Feats He 
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Must Accomplish Belore He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show-Mc- 
Mahons, Disco Inferno, Keim & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, Naoya 


Ogawa. 

Dec, 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceotl! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axi & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWF/WCWAECW women. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
-.- “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Can The WWF Survive Without Steve Aus- 
tin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted McMahon 
Ot All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Fair, 
Kurt Angle, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved The 
WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & Rhino, 
Cyrus. 

Sept, 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, Chyna, 
Dr. Sam Sheppard. 

Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino Heat? 
Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van Dam, 
Nov, 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoil, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Goidberg-Triple-H, Dattney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 

ALL-COLOR GESINNING WITH THE JAMUART 2001 ISSUE 
Jan. 2001; WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always Get 
Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blacksnan, Torrie 
Wilson. 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
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McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 

May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 

July 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also; Tajiri, Steph-Test, Un- 
Gertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 

Sept. 2001: The Rock's Choice: Honor Over Glory! Also: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, Shane- 
WCW, TCL Il, Scott Hall, Vince McMahon, Chns Jencho. 
Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudieys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benoit, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier. 

Jan, 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-Jericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim Al The WWF! Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in 02. 

May 2002: Ric Flair: 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, Survivor Senes, 
SALT., report cards. 

July 2002: Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N-W- 
Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon, Jericho- 
Flair, Goldust, 

Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan's Five Remaining 
Tasks. Also: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey Misterio Jr., 
Jett Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could Replace 
Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy Smith, Ken 
Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, WWE 
shockers, indy roulette. 

Jan. 2003: War Games! WWE Is Out Of Control ... And 
Vinnie Mac Loves It! Also: Rey Misterio Jr, AJ. Styles, 
Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian. 

March 2003: The WrestleMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr., Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in ‘03. 

May 2003: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Also; Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria. 

July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A Compre- 
hensive Guide To Stone-Cold's Red-Hot Comeback. 
Also: Kurt Angle, Amazing Red, The Sheik, Bill DeMott, 
Al Snow, Ric Flair, 

Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania “B” 
card, Playboy WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We Expect 
Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: AJ. Styles, Freddie 
Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolution of wrestling. 
Jan. 2004: No Fear! Ask Angle ... He's Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Life! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guerrero-Rock, TNA vs. WWE, Mankind, Hall of Fame. 
March 2004: McMahon vs. McWoman: How Vince vs. 
Stephanie Nearty Ruined WWE! Also: Flair & Dusty, Eric 
Angle, Jeff Jarrett, Shannon Moore, what's ahead in ‘04. 
May 2004: Who's Got The Edge? The Inside Story Of 
The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumie Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smackdown report cards. 
July 2004: Stop Right There! RVD Won't Let The Young 
Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, Waiters- 
Xavier, HHH-HBK. 
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TOP 10 


] RANDY ORTON 
265, St. Louis, MO 
(9) WWE Raw champion 
2 KENTA KOBASHI 
282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 


(3) GHC heavyweight champion 


3 JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
306, Roscoe, TX 


(7) WWE Smackdown champion 


a CHRIS BENOIT 

224, Edmonton, Alberta 

(1) No. 1 contender: WWE Raw title 
5 TOSHIAKI KAWADA 

245, Ashikaga, Japan 


(4) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 


6 TRIPLE-H 
269, Greenwich, CT 


(-) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw title 


7 THE UNDERTAKER 
304, Dallas, TX 


8 JEFF JARRETT 

230, Nashville, TN 

(-) NWA heavyweight champion 
g EDGE 

240, Toronto, Ontario 


(-) WWE Intercontinental champion 


10 BOOKER T 
250, Houston, TX 
(-) WWE U.S. champion 





TAG TEAMS 


] ROBERT CONWAY & SYLVAN GRENIER 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
(7) WWE Raw tag team champions 

2 BILLY KIDMAN & PAUL LONDON 
Combined weight: 396 pounds 
{-) WWE Smackdown tag teem champions _ 
MINORU SUZUKI & YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 
Combined weight: 514 pounds 
(3) IWGP International tag team champions 
BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 579 pounds 
(6) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 

5 MITSUHARU MISAWA & YOSHINARI OGAWA 
Combined weight: 430 pounds 
(5) GHC tag team champions 

6 RHYNO & TAJIRI 
Combined weight: 488 pounds 
{-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 

7 ANDY DOUGLAS & CHASE STEVENS 
Combined weight: 444 pounds 
-) NWA tag team champions 

8 KENDO KA SHIN & YUJI NAGATA 
Combined weight: 423 pounds 
(-) All-Japan International tag team champions 

i) CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: NWA tag title 

10 CHAVO GUERRERO JR. & JAMIE NOBLE 

Combined weight: 375 pounds 


(-) No. 2 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 


Booker T 





WWE RAW WWE SMACKDOWN OVW RING OF HONOR 
Raw Champion: Smackdown Champion: OVW Champion: ROH Champion: 
RANDY ORTON JOHN B. LAYFIELD MATT MORGAN SAMOA JOE 
(3) 265, St. Louis, MO (1) 306, Roscoe, TX (C) 330, Fairfield, CT (C) 270, American Samoa 
1=CHRIS BENOIT 1—THE UNDERTAKER 1—JOHN HEIDENREICH 1=DOUG WILLIAMS 
(C) 224, Edmonton, Alberta (3) 304, Dallas, TX (-) 320, New Orleans, LA (-) 230, Maidstone, England 
2—-TRIPLE-H 2-BOOKER T 2=-JOHNNY JETER 2=-HOMICIDE 
(4) 269, Greenwich, CT (4) 250, Houston, TX (2) 218, San Diego, CA (2) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
3=EDGE 3=-JOHN CENA 3=-JOHNNY NITRO 3=C.M. PUNK 
(5) 240, Toronto, Ontario (2) 260, West Newbury, MA (3) 204, los Angeles, CA (1) 220, Chicago, Il 
4—CHRIS JERICHO 4=—KURT ANGLE 4—BRENT ALBRIGHT 4—AUSTIN ARIES 
(7) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba (-) 233, Pittsburgh, PA (-) 230, Tulsa, OK (10) 202, Milwaukee, WI 
5=—KANE 5—EDDIE GUERRERO 5=—JOEY MATTHEWS 5=—BRYAN DANIELSON 
(1) 326, St. Louis, MO (C) 223, El Paso, TX (-) 213, Fayetteville, NC (4) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
6-EUGENE 6=-SPIKE DUDLEY 6=-AARON STEVENS 6-JOHN WALTERS 
(-) 226, Jefferson, IN (-) 155, Providence, Rl (-) 237, Boston, MA (6) 220, Boston, MA 
7—-BATISTA 7-ROB VAN DAM 7=—CHRIS MASTERS 7-JAY BRISCOE 


(8) 318, Washington, DC 
§—WILLIAM REGAL 
(-) 248, Blackpool, England 
9-MAVEN 
(-) 210, Chantilly, VA 
10—TYSON TOMKO 
(-) 285, Tombstone, AZ 
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(6) 237, Battle Creek, MI 
8=—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(10) 163, San Diego, CA 


9=-LUTHER REIGNS 
(-) 285, Phoenix, AZ 


10—RENE DUPREE 


(5) 250, Montreal, Quebec 


(-) 270, Santa Monica, CA 
8—SETH SKYFIRE 

(8) 224, Louisville, KY 
9=-NOVA 

(-) 214, Bricktown, NJ 


10—SEVEN 


(-) 278, Memphis, TN 


(9) 184, laurel, DE 
8-LOW-KI 

(-) 170, Brooklyn, NY 
9—MARK BRISCOE 

(-) 188, Laurel, DE 


10—DANNY MAFF 
(-) 245, Brooklyn, NY 





OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the 
ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; [-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. Note: 
In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to-date as possible, these pages are often the last to be sent to the printer. Thus, the 
ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 


For period ended August 21, 2004 





BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—Vic the Bruiser; 1—Mason the 
Mangler; 2—Billy Black; 3—Billy Maverick; 4—J.C. Bailey; 5—Tracey Smothers; 
6—Mike Samples; 7—K-Lo; 8—Simon Sezz; 9—Randy Royal; 10—Steve Marino. 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING: Champion—D-Lo Brown; 1—Shane Douglas; 
2—thris Sabin; 3—aAlex Shelley; 4—Miyamoto; 5—Petey Williams; 6—A-1; 
7—HI Tornado; 8—Dyson Pryce; 9—Christopher Daniels; 10—Joe E. Legend. 


BRUISER WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Billy Gibbs; 1—Scotty 
Rocker; 2—NWO Sting; 3—Demolition Ax; 4—Beef; 5—Jimmy Valiant; 6— 
Bruiser Graham; 7—Chris Collins; 8—Mike Williams; 9—Ric Kelley; 10—J-Money. 


CHIKARA: Champion—Larry Sweeney; 1—Hallowicked; 2—4Jigsaw; 3—Mike 
Quackenbush; 4—Chris Hero; 5—BlackJack Marciano; 6—Gran Akuma; 7— 
Crossbones; 8—Mano Metalico; 9—ShareCropper; 10—UltraMantis Black. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—John Walters; 1—Prince 
Nana; 2—Austin Aries; 3—Mike Kruel; 4—Japanese Pool Boy; 5—Fred Sampson; 
6—Mr. Ooh La La; 7—Arch Kincaid; 8—Freak Nasty; 9—Sean Patrick; 10—Aden 
Chambers. 


IWA FLASHFIRE: Champion—Billy Storr; 1—Casey J; 2—Executioner; 3— 
Tommy Sawyer; 4—Panhead Nelson; 5—James Boulevard; 6—Rahn Jordan; 
7—Purple Passion; &—Don Matthews; 9—The Tower; 10—Big Country. 


MIDWEST POWERHOUSE WRESTLING: Champion—thico Es Loco; 1—Curtis 
Payne; 2—The Searcher; 3—Scar; 4—Damian Blade; 5—Devan Scott; 6—Christian 
Haze; 7—Xavier Frost; &—Yingish Yang; 9—Wapochoncho; 10—Dan Severn. 


NEW AGE WRESTLING: Champion—Chris Collins; 1—Scotty Rocker; 2— 
Gregory Vercetti; 3—Rick Kelly; 4—Mike Williams; 5—-Matty Dee; 6—Tony Fitz; 
7—Kamakazi Kid; 8—Ryin Andrews; 9—“Boogie Woogie Man” Jimmy Valiant; 
10—Frank Parker. 


NWA WILDSIDE: Champion—Onyx; 1—Jason Cross; 2—Jeremy V; 3—Mikal 
Adryan; 4—{ceberg; 5—Fast Eddie; 6—Todd Sexton; 7—Tank; 8—Gabriel; 9— 
Rainman; 10—aAzroel. 


RING WARS CAROLINA: Champion—Ali Steele; 1—D) P. Roc; 2—Eddie Brown; 
3—Aaron Devil: 4—Tre G; 5—The Stro; 6—Simply Delicious Dino; 7—Ouga Bouga; 
&—Hangtime; —Steve Michaels; 10—Dr. Love. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Ali Steele; 1—The Stro; 
2—Hangtime; 3—Justin Feeche; 4—Aaron Devil; 5—Ouga Bouga; 6—D) P. 
Roc; 7—Truitt Fields; 8—Tre G; 9—Steve Michaels; 10—Zane Dawson. 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Mana the Polynesian Warrior; 1— 
Samu; 2—Jeff Coleman; 3—Havoc; 4—Sugaa; 5—Supreme Lee Great; 6—Boogalou; 
7—Molsonn; 8—Sinister X; 9—Cobbie; 10—CJ. Doyle. 





NWA TNA 
NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT JEFF JARRETT 
(2) 230, Nashville, TN (3) 230, Nashville, TN 
1—MONTY BROWN 1=—PETEY WILLIAMS 
(-) 268, Detroit, MI (-) 180, Windsor, Ontario 
2-JEFF HARDY 2-JEFF HARDY 
(-) 212, Cameron, NC (-) 212, Cameron, NC 
3=-A.J. STYLES 3=-MONTY BROWN 
(1) 202, Gainesville, GA (-) 268, Detroit, Ml 
4—-RON KILLINGS 4-A.J. STYLE 


(C) 230, Charlotte, NC 


Ss 
(2) 202, Gainesville, GA 


5=—RICKY MURDOCH 5=—RON KILLINGS 

(4) 261, Houston, TX (C) 230, Charlotte, NC 
6=J.T. WOLFEN 6—CHRIS SABIN 

(6) 297, New Haven, CT (-) 207, Hell, MI 
7—RAVEN 7—-KID KASH 

(3) 243, Short Hills, NJ (-) 202, Johnson City, TN 
8 —SABU 8—ALEX SHELLEY 

{-) 220, Bombay, India (-) 199, Detroit, MI 
9—PETEY WILLIAMS 9=-SONJAY DUTT 

(-) 180, Windsor, Ontario (7) 185, Bombay, India 

10—ABYSS 10—RAVEN 


(-) 295, Cincinnati, OH 


(4) 243, Short Hills, NJ 


(-) 253, Funabashi, Japan 


IWGP heavyweight champion 


4—-SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(-) 223, Tokyo, Japan 


JAPAN MEXICO 

1—KENTA KOBASHI 
(1) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 
GHC heavyweight champion 

2~TOSHIAKI KAWADA 1=PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
y 245, Ashikaga, Japan (7) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
AllJapan Triple Crown champion 2—HECTOR GARZA 

3=-KAZUYUKI FUJITA (-) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 


3=—MR. NIEBLA 
(3) 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico 
4—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 
(2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 


5—KEIJI MUTO 5—ATLANTIS 

(4) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (-) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
6-YUJI NAGATA 6—L.A. PARK 

(-) 228, Tokyo, Japan (1) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
7-JUN AKIYAMA 7=—LATIN LOVER 

(5) 225, Hiroshima, Japan (-) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
8-OSAMU NISHIMURA 8=-NEGRO CASAS 

(-) 225, Tokyo, Japan [-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
9-HEAT 9=-RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 

(-) 204, Tokyo, Japan (10) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico 

10—MITSUHARU MISAWA 10—TARZAN BOY 
(-) 228, Ashikaga, Japan (-) 218, Mexico City, Mexico 
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Remember Him! 


Unless you're a really 
new wrestling fan, you have to 

know that John Cena was not the first 

rapping wrestling star. The names 

Mabel, Mo, and Oscar of Men on a 
Mission fame and K-Kwik (Ron Killings) 
should mean something to you. And who 
could forget Eric Bischoff’s brilliant plan to 
bring rap mogul Master P and his No Limit 
Soldiers into WCW (and not at a cheap 
price)? You might want to forget, but like 
us, you just can’t. Years before any of them |" 
arrived, however, WCW of the oh-so-bleak | 
early-1990s gave us maybe the most em- 
barrassing rapper in wrestling history, P.N. 
News. His raps were lousy, his wrestling not 
a whole lot better. Even if you never saw him 
in action, this 1991 photo just screams out 
gimmick disaster. Let’s hope WWE doesn’t 
bring him back for a rap-off with the “Doctor 
Of Thuganomics.” 
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And We're Onley loo Peypea, To Comply) 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated Presents 


The Hottest Divas In Wrestling Today! 








TART ATAR TAY 


In case you haven't noticed, there 
is not a single ad in any of our maga- 
zines offering back issues of Women 
Of Wrestling. That's because they sell 
out almost instantly. We've already 
presented the most beautiful women 
in wrestling history. Now we're back 
with the most beautiful women in the 
sport today. Some you're very familiar 
with; others you’re probably seeing 
for the first time. But believe us, you'll 
never forget them! 


Use the order form below 
to order yours by mail! 

~] | CAN'T GET THIS ONE FAST ENOUGH! Please | 
send me the Fall 2004 edition (Volume Ill) of | 
the all-new PRO | 
;: ME ; | am 
enclosing $9.95 per copy (plus $2 postage and 
handling) as payment in full. 


| L_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable 
to London Publishing Co.) 


Visa {_] MasterCard 


= 


Expiration date: / 


YQ 
oS 
5 
= 
= 
o 





Print your name and address clearly 


: 


S 
2 
B 
| 


| 
| 
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Hosted by Dan Murphy 








When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. 
if it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


aL KS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what You want to see in 
| === the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 





new number! call now! 
1:'9300-226-4PWI 


D This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 





*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
5913/01-04 





